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BOOK has been published of interest to you. 

Some one. has mentioned it, perhaps not exactly 
remembering the title. But why not keep track of 
the new books for yourself by reading The Sunday — 
School Times book reviews, and the various pub- 
 lishers’ advertisements.of new books? 

















) eb omy OY war ts teary ee z 
~Waith’s Old Sweet Song 
‘By Maud Frazer Jackson 
HE song his baby lips could first repeat 
He learned in Mother’s arms. With voice so 
Sweet, 
_At twilight hour in the long ago, 
“She sang it — “Jesus loves me, this I know.” 


A few more years — a merry-hearted boy, 
Where lilies breathe of Eastér’s holy joy, 

He stands with other children, face aglow, 
And sings it — “Jesus loves me, this I know.” 


Now, full of years and honors, wisdom’s quest 
Leads but to truth learned at his Mother’s breast; 
He finds life’s sweetest song, the balm of woe, 
That old song — “Jesus loves me,-this I know.” 


His mother’s smile returns with that old song, 
Earth’s staff of faith, the joy of Heaven’s throng ; 
And, facing Jordan’s flood, he murmurs low — 
“Forgiven ! Jesus loves me, this I know.” © 











Guaranteed 


Guarantees that cannot be broken are precious 
indeed. Are there any such? A life insurance com- 
pany of high standing issues a most interesting and 
convincing statement about its “income for life” 
policy. This policy says, for example; “I am never- 
failing; my benefits are permanent, indestructible, 
and cannot be lost, burnt up, stolen, or taken away 
from you. I will provide for you in sickness and in 
health. I will be ready sometime, somewhere, when 
you are possibly all alone— when the sun dips down 
behind the hill and the long, long journey is drawing 
to a close —then, right then— I will be your change- 
less friend and comforter.” These are strong state- 
ments, and from the human standpoint they are doubt- 
less: guaranteed by every possible legitimate business 
and financial resource. But they are ‘human state- 
ments, and therefore not infallible. The resources 
back of them might be wiped out, by human failure, 
or dishonesty, or by the failure of governments, or 
by fire or flood or cataclysm. What they offer is 
legitimate and important, and may well be taken ad- 


oo 


vantage of when it is a duty to do so. But the very 
wording of this statement turns one’s thoughts to 
another guarantee that is not human and that cau 
never fail, because God is God. Those who receive 
Christ as Saviour lay up for themselves “treasures 
in heaven, where neither moth nor rust doth cor- 
rupt, and where thieves do not break through nor 
steal.” They then have “an inheritance incorruptible, 
and undefiled, and that fadeth not away, reserved in 
heaven” for them. And the price of this could never 
be paid by men; only God could pay it. It is not our 
investment, but our jnheritance. It was paid for 
“not... with corruptible things, as silver and gold, 
... but with the precious blood of Christ.” Here in- 
deed is the oniy “changeless Friend and Comforter.” 
Some may not have money enough to buy the human 
“income for life’ policy. But od was rich enough 


- to pay for the “income for eternity” gobey which 
t 


he offers, not for sale’ but as his free gift to all who 
believe. What guaranteed riches this is! He does 
it “that in the ages to come he might show the exceed- 
ing riches of his grace in his kindness toward us 
through Christ Jesus. For by grace are ye saved 
through faith; and: that not of yourselves: it is the 
gift of God.” 
aa 


** Discoveries Concerning Immortality ” 
Will psychology give us new light on the world 
beyond? Those who recognize that the Bible is God’s 
Word of ‘sufficient, complete, and final revelation 
concerning all such matters do not hail psychology 
as a new. spiritual-guide,-.-Those who deny that God's 
Word is all that it is ate continually looking elsewhere 
fot that which the Bible alone discloses. For a good 
many-yeats the Emmanuel Church of Boston has-been 
prominent for its emphasis on physical and mental 
healing through a combination of psychic and spir- 
itual forces, more or less identified with Christianity. 
Recently its rector, Dr. Elwood Worcester, together 
with Dr. Samuel McComb of the Cambridge Divinity 
School, addressed audiences of Episcopalian clergy- 
men and laymen in Philadelphia. Said Dr. McComb: 
“The study-of psychic phenomena is on the threshold 
of great discoveries concerning immortality. It is the 
open door for our Church to pass through a more 
vital grasp of. the truths of religion.” And Dr. 
Worcester said: “To-day science commends one to 
greater faith than anything else in the world. .. . 
The scientific method is the only contact with reality 
that educated people of to-day will accept. Religion 
must employ the methods of science. . . . It is a tool, 
just as Biblical criticism and abnormal psychology 
are tools of the clergymen, for the better handling 
of the destinies of man.” Dr. McComb-went on to 
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In the House 


UST at this time, when our country is in a Titanic 

struggle with a greater and more powerful enemy 

than has ever faced us on a battlefield, an enemy 

who is clearly revealed as the ally of unright- 
eousness, lawlessness, disease and death, when by thou- 
sands patriotism and truth and honor have been de- 
throned by bodily appetite and greed of gain, it is 
difficult sometimes to see the triumph from afar, and 
to. maintain the confident good cheer of the Christian 
morale, 

A little group of women were spending an afternoon 
together on the wide, pleasant porch of a friend. They 
had come to sew for the small children of a poor 
woman who had been ill for several weeks. They were 
talking earnéstly of prohibition. All of them were 
Christians and mothers and lovers of their country, 
whose homes were untainted by private disloyalty to 
the law of the land, yet all but one were seemingly de- 
pressed by the state of things in their own town. The 
complicity of the local authorities and the police with 
secret purveyors of ‘liquor, the hard drinking that was 
known to exist among some of the fashionable society 
women in thé so-called “upper set” of the place, the 
awful fact that America is characterized abroad as “a 
nation of law-breakers,” were the topics discussed. 
Several men in the town who had long been “ne’er- 


say that thousands of Christians, including clergym Sa * = . 
have no conviction about immortality and“) ® «1009 C 
embarrassed when they are called upon to give co) Ss ow: 
fort to those who are in sorrow. The great ne «& @ 
to-day of the clergyman is a new and living faith, ~ © mom; 
God.” Psychic research, according to these clerg) «© ~ * 
men. themselves, will now strengthen faith as God ee ra t 
Word alone could never do! Science deals wit ie 
things that can be seen; and sight, therefore, ti Qt 
such men is better than faith. But God’s Word tell} © 
us that “without faith it is impossible to please Him.’ SN oa 
Which shall we believe, psychology or the God- OF 
breathed Scriptures? pen 


How Much Inspiration ? 


What does the inspiration of the Bible cover? 
There are sincere Christians who believe that it 
covers all spiritual truth. that is important for our 
lives, but not necessarily ‘every detail of historical 
fact or scientific truth. Those who hold this view of 
inspiration say they ‘believe the Bible is “the only 
infallible rule of faith and practise,” but by “faith 
and practise” they limit the infallibility of inspira- 
tion to the spiritual and ethical teachings of the Bible, 
and do not include its history and science at every 
oint. This might be a plausible position to take; 
ut it is not the Bible’s position. An editorial in 
The. Presbyterian exposes its fatal weakness.- “Christ 
calls our attention to it when he says: ‘If I have told 
ou earthly things and ye believe not, how. shall ye 
lieve if I-telt-you of heavenly things?” ~ Tf the 
Scriptures carinot be believed and trusted when they 
tell of yi, 28 of nature, of science and history, 
how can we believe them when they tell about things 
of the world to come, of God, eternity, of heaven and 
hell? If a man lies about things within our knowl- 
edge, how can we believe him when he tells us of 
things beyond our knowledge?” It would be a 
strange and irrational sort of inspiration indeed that 
could safeguard. with infallibility the most impor- 
tant things and permit mistakes in the less impor- 
tant. But,the historical and scientific statements in 
the Bible are not and never could be “less impor- 
tant,” for the spiritual truths of the Bible depend 
upon them. God’s whole message of redemption to 
the human race depends upon certain historical facts. 
If the facts recorded in the Gospels, and the facts 
recorded in Genesis, did not occur just as. stated, 
Christianity collapses. But Christianity will never 
collapse, because the Word of God cannot be broken. 
The God-breathed Scriptures are inspired- in every 
word, character, jot and tittle. It is God’s Word; 
and God never does things imperfectly. 


of Habakkuk 


do-weels” had recently installed their families in beau- 
tiful homes, provided them with rich clothing and 
jewels and touring-cars, and proclaimed loudly their 
sympathy with the prohibition cause! 

Truly a desperate, seemingly hopeless state of things ; 
and gloom settled down on the group, with the exception 
of the one who with unclouded brow and silent tongue 
had sewed steadily and let the rs talk it out. Sud- 
denly they noticed her silence Znd her serenity, and 
asked her if she had lost interest in the cause. 

On the contrary, she said that she had been stirred 
to the depths only the past week when on a visit to 
friends in a distant city. They were among the most 
prominent and respected people of the place, and: 
church-members. They had been accustoméd to use 
light wines on their table, and sometimes brandies in the 
cuisine. They had resented the Amendment as an in- 
vasion of their personal liberties, and had not been 
willing to sacrifice their own personal wishes to the 
good of the many. So they had procured an outfit 
and made wirie in their own cellar. “It’turned oly’ to be 
very delicious, and all too accessible. The son of the 
family had gone out in his car under its influence, 
lost his judgment at a critical moment of decision, 
and his own car, his sister, and the car of a neighbor 
were in the crash. The sister will be a blind cripple 
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for life. The young man escaped with a broken arm, 
oe his anguish and that of his parents is unspeak- 
able. 

“There was a rush of out-of-town relatives,” shé 
went on, “and I came away with a weight of sorrow 
on my mind and heart, not only for my friends, but for 
my country. The first night after my return I could 
not sleep, and I turned on the reading-lamp by my bed, 
took my Bible, and turned the leaves wearily, when’ my 
eyes were arrested by one of the minor prophets, and I 
received yet another proof that the Word of God has a 
message for every phase of our experience.” : 

The hostess had been preparing her Bible-class lesson 
that morning out on the porch, and, panei the Book to 
her friend, she asked that the message might be read to 
them all. “For I think,” said she, “we are most of us 
in the mood that fits with the first verse of Faber’s 
hymn: 

“ ‘Oh, it is hard to work for God, 
To rise and take his part 
Upon the battlefield of life, 
And not sometimes lose heart.’” 


The friend opened the Bible, and remarked: “Surely 
if any one was ever downright blue and discouraged 
it was Habakkuk.- He even complains at the apparent 
indifference of the Lord to several important things,— 
namely, his own cry, the state of national affairs, the 
seeming success of the wicked as against the righteous, 
and the going astray of justice! e€ was r= much 
down and out. Then he gathers courage and says, ‘I will 
stand upon my watch, and set me upon my tower, and 
will look forth to see what he will speak with me.’ Af- 
ter all, he has not lost faith, and he puts himself into a 
positive attitude of expectancy. 

“The next words bring a thrill to us. ‘And the Lord 
answered me.’ He ores Habakkuk a far-reaching 
vision of the doom of evil and the triumph of right- 
eousness, delayed but sure. ‘It panteth toward the end 
. .. it shall not lie; though it tarry, wait for it, be- 
cause it will surely come.” He speaks of the treach- 
erous wine as ‘a haughty man... who gathereth unto 
him all nations.’ And if one wished a text against 
bootlegging, what other could be more to the point 
than this, ‘Woe to him that getteth an evil gain for 
his house, or this, ‘Woe unto him that giveth his 
neighbor drink’ ?” 

Here one of the others interrupted, “Why, it seems 

written just for our own time, does it not?” Work 
was lying untouched now, and all eyes were fixed on 
the reader, 
_ “That is the wonder of it,” continued the first. “It 
is right here in connection with all these denunciations 
of sin, the sin against one’s own soul, and sin against 
others, and the materialism which is idolatry, that we 
have the three resplendent verses scattered like gems: 
‘The righteous shall live by his faith” ‘The earth 
shall be filled with the knowledge of Jehovah, as the 
waters cover the sea,’ ‘Jehovah is in his holy temple, 
let all the earth keep silence before him.’ ; : 

“The third chapter is one of the most glorious in 
the Bible. You can each read it for yourself. It 
is the prayer-prophecy of Habakkuk of the coming of 
the Lord. What stirred and inspired andecalmed me 
is that, according to the margin, one should read the 
present tense instead of the past. ‘Gop Comets!’ 


“‘The sun and moon stood still in their habitation, ... 
At the shining of thy glittering spear. 
Thou art come for the salvation of thy people, 
For the victory of thine anointed.’ 


It is no wonder that, after such a vision, the Prophet 
says that he trembled. But the result of the glory and 
the awe was a quiet waiting mingled with joyous as- 
surance, and strength to walk the path of service. ‘He 
maketh my feet like hinds’ feet.’ da 

“T can think of no better tonic to the weary spirit of 
a Christian worker than a little stay in the house of 
Habakkuk.” 

















Can the Scientist 
Accept the New Birth ? 


We often hear it said that the strictly scietitific 
mind cannot accept the old-fashioned view of salva 
tion through the shed blood of Christ, and other Bible 
statements of miracle and doctrine. Yet God has 
always raised up men of the highest standing in the 
scientific world who have accepted, as little children, 
the truths of God’s Word. One of the most outstanding 
a of this in our generation is Dr. Howard A. 

elly. 
Some years ago the editor of a secular magazine 
wrote: 


“Dr. Howard A. Kelly, of Baltimore, holds a position 
almost unique in his profession. With academic, pro- 
fessional, and honorary degrees from the Universities 
of Pennsylvania, Washington and Lee, Aberdeen, and 
Edinburgh, his rank as a scholar is clearly recognized. 
For some twenty years Professor of Obstetrics and 
Gynecology at Johns Hopkins University, his place as 
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a worker and teacher in the applied science of his pro- 
fession has been beyond question the highest in America 
and Europe. At least a dozen learned societies in Eng- 


- Jand, Scotland, Ireland, Italy, Germany, Austria, France 


and the United States have welcomed him to membership 
as a master in his specialty in surgery. Finally, his 
published works have caused him to be reckoned the 
most eminent of all authorities in his own field.” 


_- Such a man can hardly be called ignorant or lacking 
in intellectual discernment. Very recently a Russian 
friend of Dr. Kelly put him in touch with a professor 
in one of the leading. Russian, universities, who, as Dr. 
Kelly writes the Editor of The Sunday School Times, 
“is asking for a light and as to a Way.” Dr. Kelly 
wrote to this Russian university. professor a personal 
letter which the Editor has had the privilege of read- 
ing, and which Dr, Kelly now permits him to share 
with the world-wide family of The. Sunday School 
Times. As you read this letter, will you not pray 
earnestly that God may use it to bring another scientist 
into the only true wisdom, the knowledge of God 
through personal acceptance of Christ as Saviour and 


rd? 

Dr. Kelly’s letter follows: _ 

“Dear Proressor D—— ‘ 

“I was very glad to hear from you recently and 
regret that I have not the pleasure of knowing you 
personally. 

“I write regarding the Christian faith. 

“I am sixty-six years old, and have lived all my life 
in close touch with science and scientific men, and with 
all sorts of faiths which I have seen tested out. Thorough 
investigation and careful study and personal testing 
have brought me to an absolute conviction of the truth 
of the Bible record and the belief that the-human race 
is incurably sinful apart from the grace of God, and 
that that grace, foreshadowed in the Old Testament 
in the communications from God to the forefathers 
and particularly through the sacrifices, is fully mani- 
fested in the blood of Jesus Christ, the Son of God, 
born of a virgin, who took our sins upon his sinless 
body and fulfilled all the sacrifices, in expiating them 
upon the cross. The New Testament is God’s perfect 
record of this fact, not man’s word, though written by 
human agencies by God, inbreathed by his Holy Spirit. 

“This belief is not a confession of faith in an ex- 
ternal fact, but something which.transforms the life 
through a new spiritual birth and brings with it new 
appetites and offers an entirely different relationship 
to the world I know this through daily personal 


.experiences and through the transforming power. in the 


lives of numbers of people I have known, 

“Christ’s invitation is, as think I wrote you, 
‘Come and see’ (first chapter of Jolin); and. his 
— is, ‘If any man willeth to do His will, he shall 

ow of the teaching, whether it is of God, or whether 
I speak from myself.’ _Surely no science we can culti- 
vate operates on any more definite principle than this. 

“May I.sign myself, 


“With sincere affection yours, 
“Howarp A. KELty.” 


at 

Ease-Loving Missionaries 

“What Some Young Missionaries Want To-day” 
was the title of an interesting item in Ernest Gordon’s 
“Survey of Religious Life and Thought” in The Sun- 
day School Times of July 5. A well-known missionary 
who has done most effective work for the.Gospel in 
Japan, Albertus Pieters, takes exception to the quota- 
tion in the “Survey,” in the following interesting letter: 


In your issue of Tuly s, in Mr. Ernest Gordon’s valuable 
“Survey of Religious Life and Thought,” he quotes from 
my dear friend Mr. William Merrill Vories of Japan to 
the effect that the youuger missionaries are much more 
ease-loving than their predecessors. He says that 
“they present a contrast to the heroes we used to think 
of as missionaries. No one appears to want to go to 
the lonely places. No one can stand hardships any more. 
No. one cares much about hard work, pioneering, and 
the like. Instead, the modern young missionary must 
be assured a house more comfortable than his birth- 
place; a salary above the need of close budgeting, etc., 
etc.” 


Mr. Vories is a good friend of mine and a fine mis- 
sionary, but in this case his penchant for saying striking 
things (which we in Japan know and can allow for) has 
led him into statements which are not at all true, and 
which do great injustice to his colleagues. He is per- 
haps not old enough to have been well acquainted with 
the “heroes” of whom he speaks. Since I happen to 
stand midway between the first generation of mission- 
aries in Japan and the younger set of whom he writes, 
permit me to correct some of his statements as to 
matters of fact. 

The older missionaries, the gereration of Verbeck, 
Greene, the two Browns, Ballagh, and others, were 
splendid men. I shall say nothing to dim their glory; 
but. when it comes to questions of pioneering, housing, 
salary, etc., the simple fact is that they were much 
better off than present-day missionaries in Japan, and 
had fewer hardships to endure. The government at that 
time did not permit them to reside in the interior — 
hence they could not live in “the lonely places,” no mat- 
ter how much they may have been willing to do so. 
They resided in Tokyo, Yokohama,. and other ports, 
where excellent residences were furnished them by their 
Boards — quite properly, too. Neither in their work 
nor in their residences did’ they put up with incon- 
veniences that are common among the younger mission- 
aries to-day. 
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As to salaries, when I went out as missionary,in 
1891, the salary paid by our Board was $1,200 and a house. 
It is now $2,100 and a house, but living expenses are 

or four times.as great as they were then. We 
were far more comfortable, and had less need of “close 
budgeting” on $1,200 in the early~nineties than mission- 
aries have now on twice as-much mgney. 

That there are among the younger missionaries indi- 
viduals who are lacking in the spirit of consecration is 
no doubt true. EH was true of the older generation as 
well; but the statement of Mr. Vories, taken as a 
whole, is gravely incorrect in point of fact, and very 
unjust in its total impression. 


The case in point is an interesting instance of the 
danger of making sweeping statements, ‘There is ‘no 
doubt that there are young missionaries to-day who 
justify Mr. Vories’ criticism. And equally ‘there is 
no doubt that Mr. Pieters’ statement is accurate, and 
that there are many young missionaries to-day entering 
into their work in a ‘spirit of entire consecration and 
incurring sacrifices as great as any made in the past 
by- the most ‘devoted - pioneers. - -In- general,..however, 
we must remember that Modernistic ideas and principles 
have made inroads in the missionary enterprise in.such 
a way as to have brought to pass a situation that did 
not exist fifty years ‘ago. There are niany more mis- 
sionaries to-day whose work is chiefly educational and 
humanitarian than was so in the early days. There is 
therefore, undoubtedly, a certain truth in the state- 
ment of Mr. Vories quoted by Mr. Gordon, though it 
does not apply universally. On the other hand, we may 
well rejoice that multitudes of younger missionaries 
are laying down their lives in cross-bearing devotion 
to the Lord of missions; this is particularly true of 
the various interdenominational or “faith” missions 
throughout the world, while it is also true of many 
missionaries of the denominational boards. 





New “Schools of Religion” 
Threaten Christian Life in 
Our State Universities 


A MILLION dollars is asked for, to founda 
School of Religion’ at the University of 
Michigan. - Bhd Beis: 
The School will be under. Modernist control 
~ and will put Protestants (including’ Unitarians), 
Catholics, and Jews ‘on the same footing. 
The Michigan School is but the. first of a 
chain of such Schools of. Religion to be estab- 
lished at the various great state universities 
throughout America. 


The Director of this “National Council of 
Schools of Religion” is the well-known: editor 
of “The Shorter Bible,” Professor Charles Fos- 
ter Kent of Yale University, one of the most 
conspicuous of the destructive critics of the 
Bible. ; 

Professor Kent says that to explain the.res- 
urrection of Christ as a story resulting from the 
disciples’ meditation on their departed friend, 
which gave them a vision of_him, does: not at 
all interfere with historical Christianity. 


He says that Paul: “in part rejécted this be- 
lief” in the bodily resurrection of Jesus. 

Of our Lord’s miracles, Professor Kent says 
that Matthew “possibly suggests that certain of 
these acts of mental healing were only tempo- 
rarily . effective,” and that our .Lord’s alteged 
cure of leprosy was probably merely the reliev- 
ing of “a curable skin affection.” 


John in his Gospel probably “never intended 
his account of the raising of. Lazarus to be 
understood as literal history.” 


The feeding of ;the five thousand can be ex- 
plained by the fact that those people “rarely set 
out on a journey even of a few hours without 
placing some of the soft, easily-transported 
Oriental bread in their wallets.” 


In seeming to believe in Satan, and that 
Moses wrote the Pentateuch, our Lord, says 
Professor Kent, “showed himself in many re- 
spects a son of his age and race,’—and of 
Course a mistaken son. 

These teachings represent a dominating in- 
fluence in the new Schools of Religion, for the 

; first>of which, at Michigan University, more 
than a quarter of a million dollars had already 
been subscribed last December. Other state yni- 
versities will be reached later. 

What should Christian people who want to 
send their children to the state universities do 
about it? ; 

The leading editorial in next week’s issue of 
Hes Sunday School Times will discuss; more 
ully, 











The Menace of the “‘ Schools of Religion” 
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The Closing Days of the Glasgow Convention 


English and American lesson makers are heard from on 
the International Uniform Lessons 
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OW that the great Convention is over, and “the 

captains and the kings depart,” the compre- 

hensive program, the numberless personal in- 
terviews, the moving tides of eloquence, and the cross- 
currents of opinion, —all are receding enough to fur- 
nish the —" of a picture, colorful, varied, and 
memorable. 
}. It is known now that no less than forty-two denomi- 
nations and fifty-two countries were represented by 
2,81e delegates, among whom were ninety mission- 
aries. It was the largest in representation of any of, 
the World’s Sunday School Conventions, and it is 
said that “never before have so many countries sent 
their official Sunday-school organization leaders to 
confer on problems of Christian education.” 

The report of the General Secretary, Dr. W. G. 
Landes, stated that thirty-one national units, or Sun- 
day-school associations, are now federated in the 
‘World’s Sunday School Association. During the past 
four years, since the convention in Tokyo;new asso- 
ciations and committees have been organized in 
Czecko-Slovakia, Hungary, Austria, Ceylon, Chile, 
Syria, Rumania, Jugo-Slavia, Spain, and Portugal. 

As one representative after another from lands near 
and far told from the platform the story of Sunday- 
school needs and achievements in his own country, more 
than one delegate earnestly wished that it had been 
possible to give more time in the program to these 
reports. They were more than the ordinary report. 
They were the essence of the situation in the various 
lands, packed for delivery in ten minutes—or less. 
And they all were delivered in English, — excellent 
English, and the difficult pronunciation admirably 
managed. 


Appalling Vastness of the Unreached Fields 


If any one has any question about the vastness of the 
fields yet unreached by the Sunday-school, let him 
listen to such a series of addresses, and then glance 
rapidly at the summaries of the figures reported in a 
preliminary survey of world-wide Sunday-school con- 
ditions prepared by the Survey Committee of the Asso- 
ciation, a report that is not yet released for publication, 
because still incomplete. The percentages of Sunday- 
school membership as compared with the population 
are usually in fractions of one percent, and even in such 
lands as North America, and Scotland itself, the per- 
centages are as low as 5.7 percent for Scotland, and 
14.8 percent for North America, where, as one leader 
remarked, the Sunday-school has found perhaps its 
most congenial soil. bar 

No wonder that Dr. W. C. Pearce, the Associate 
General Secretary, who has visited some thirty-five 
countries, pleaded etoquently for help for the various 
national associations, declaring that “not outside re- 
straint, but inward fegeneration, was needed” in saving 
the world’s childhood, and that the task would not be 
completed until there is “a school for the teaching of 
evangelical truth to every child.” 

A single example of an eight-minutes’ message from 

a mission land is quoted here, — that of the Rev. E. G. 
Tewksbury, General Secretary of the China Sunday 
School Union. In the first two minutes the speaker 
expressed gratitude for what had been done, especially 
by British friends, for the two hundred million of 
Chinese young people under twenty years of age. 
’ In the second two minutes he held up a copy of the 
‘New Testament printed in the new National Phonetic 
Chinese characters, and said that “If this Bible were 
written in the old Chinese characters, the ones thae 
China has had fdr thousands of years, not more than 
five million of the four hundred million in China 
would be able to read it. But this New Testament is 
written in alphabetical characters, the ones prepared 
at a conference of national representatives called by 
the Chinese Government in the second year of the 
Republic. In two weeks an illiterate can learn to 
read with this new alphabet. 

“This Bible reminds one of the Bible that more than 
five hundred years ago Wycliffe gave to this country, 
and for the first time Englishmen were able to read the 
Bible in their own language. This movement to secure 
a Bible-reading Church by the use of the new National 
Alphabet is one of the most significant in modern 
mission history. Moreover, how can Sunday-school 


‘work be carried on unless the scholars can have a 


Bible which they can easily learn to read! 

“The third two minutes we shall give to this Star 
,Chart. It shows some of the things the China Sun- 
day School Union is trying to do.” Mr. Tewksbury 
then showed a beautifully colored chart, wp6n it an 
open Bible and a large gilt star. ‘The Chinese writing 
on the Chart was both in the old Chinese characters and 
the new alphabetical characters. On fhe points of the 
star were six words, which Mr. Tewksbury said indi- 
cated the different lines of work which the Sunday- 
school ought to make possible: “To hear, meditate 


Are the Uniform lessons obsolete and do we need 
a “new way” to teach the Old Testament? What 
some of the speakers at the World’s Ninth Sunday 
School Convention had to say about such important 
subjects is told by Mr. Howard in this second of his 
articles: written from Glasgow. The final instal- 
ment of his report will appear in next week’s issue. 





upon, study, believe, live, and pass on the Holy Bible.” 

Three Chinese young men then came forward, un- 
furling the five-striped flag of the Chinese Republic. 

Mr. Tewksbury explained that the stripes, counting 
from the top to the bottom, indicated the peoples who 
were joined together in the Chinese Republic, namely, 
the red stripe indicated the Chinese people, the im- 
perial yellow stripe stood for the Manchurians, the 
blue for the Mongolians, the white for the Moham- 
medans, and the black stripe for the Thibetans. 

Mr. Tewksbury then called attention, for the last 
two minutes, to the striking Chinese robe which he 
was wearing. He said it was called a “Robe of the 
Ten Thousand Names.” Fastened on the robe were 
five rows of lapels, corresponding to the colors of the 
Chinese flag. On each lapel was the name of a Chi- 


nese Sunday-school worker who had attended one. 


of the Sunday-school institutes conducted by the China 
Sunday School Union. On the collar were written in 
Chinese the words, “We have listened to our teachers, 
and will follow on.” 

The speaker explained that the important thing 
missionaries were endeavoring to make possible by the 
training of Christian workers was the passing over of 
the work into the hands of the Chinese ‘themselves. 
Observing that he would not call himself Elijah, but 
still wanted to indicate the necessity and hope that 
Sunday-school leadership might become indigenous, 
and the work of the missionary dispensable, he took 
off the robe and put it on the shoulders of one of the 
Chinese young men. The audience was quick to show 
its appreciation of the scene. 

With its widely inclusive character the Convention 
reflected a great variety of conviction on matters re- 
lated to Sunday-school work, in method, in material, 
and in that which should be taught. Many topics of 
general or special interest were introduced, such as the 
Sunday School and National Prohibition, by Dr. 
Clarence True Wilson of Washington, D. C.; the Daily 
Vacation Bible School, by Hugh R. Monro of New 
York; the Sunday School’s Relation to the Home, by 
Dr. Cleland B. McAfee of Chicago; a League of Na- 
tions address, The Sunday School and World Peace, 
by the Right Hon. Viscount Cecil of Chelwood; 
the Sunday School and Systematic Bible Study, 
by the Rev. W. Y. Fullerton of London; and two par- 
ticularly informing addresses, Educating in Christian 
Stewardship, by the Rev. Theodore Mayer of St. Louis, 
and Reverence for the Lord’s Day, by the Rev. F. B. 
Busfield of New Zealand. , 


Indig 1 


On every hand are heard discussions concerning 
the need for “indigenous” courses of lessons for mis- 
sion lands,— courses especially selected with the local 
and racial problems, customs, and capacities of the 
people in mind. Among the various questions on 
lesson outlines and systems asked in the question- 
naire sent out by the Survey Committee, was this: 

“Is the development of indigenous curricula felt to 
be a reai need in your field? If so, why?” 

The replies were quite generally in the affirmative, 
with various explanations. And as one of the results 
of an important conference of officials from the world- 
wide field, the convention adopted a recommendation 
to the effect that: ” 

“A Committee of Seven be chosen by the World’s 
Sunday School Association to make a comprehensive 
study of the lesson syllabi throughout the world, and 
to devise plans, to be reported to the Association 
through its Executive Committee, whereby this Asso- 
ciation may contribute most effectively to the develop- 
ment of adequate curricula in the various fields; and 
that this Committee be empowered to choose the per- 
sonnel of a Lesson Commission of not more than 
three persons, qualified by experience, to visit certain 
fields, if found necessary, in the interests of this 
enquiry.” 

The effect of this action upon Bible teaching in 
mission lands will depend much upon the personnel of 
the Committee to be selected, for if courses are to be 
suggested in outline or otherwise, and a literature to 
be created for such uses, then questions will surely 
arise concerning the content of outlines or courses as 
related to the great foundation truths of the Gospel, 


Courses 





By Philip E. Howard 











om —— Sa 











and the position taken with regard to the Bible itself 
by those who may be charged with the development, 
of the curricula, It is an encouraging fact that the 
active secretarial staff in America and in mission’ 
lands in general hold the conservative position, and 
their influence is strong in all matters connected with 
operations in the various fields. ‘ 
Indeed, the Convention dealt with no more im- 
portant basic topic than the much-discussed question 
of lesson-courses. For what. the Sunday-school 
teaches is of infinitely more importance than how it. 
teaches. One delegate from Leeds rose in a confer- 
ence on methods, and stated that he had taught in the 
Sunday-school for: sixty years, and then lifting his 
voice with power, he exclaimed, “Every day I pray 
for my boys by name! I don’t mind whether you 
have the International Lessons or the project method !” 
It was the salvation of his boys that- he wanted. ¢ 
On the aftérnoon of the closing day the Rev. Prin-’ 
cipal A. E. Garvie, M. A., D.D., of New College, 
Hampstead, and President of the National Free 
Church Council, 1924-1925, spoke on Recent Ex- 
periences in Lesson Making in Great Britain, and in 
the absence of Dean Walter S. Athearn, of the Boston 
University School of Religious Education and Social 
Service, Professor Luther A. Weigle, Ph.D., Profes- 
sor of Christian Nurture at Yale, spoke on Recent 
Experiences in Lesson Making in North America. 


‘“Benighted”’ Schools That Stick to the Bible 


Principal Garvie paid his respects to the Interna- 
tional Lessons by declaring that there are “still some 
schools in such a benighted condition that they desire 
the Uniform Lessons.” The Uniform Lessons with 
adaptations to the various ages, he confessed, are a 
mystery to him, and as for the closely Graded Lessons, 
he did not think that British schools ought to look at 
them. It is the Group Graded, or Departmental idea 
that he favors, and strongly advocates. 

He actually believes that it will be impossible to 
get schemes of purely Biblical lessons that will be 
entirely suitable for little children! Hence extra- 
Biblical lessons must be used,—lessons taken from 
sources other than the Bible. What Dr. Garvie 
means is not the illustrative material which every 
one uses to give light on a Bible lesson, but lessons 
taken from a source other than the Bible. The 
British Lessons Council could not, says Principal 
Garvie, President of the Council, find any concrete, 
conspicuous instance of honesty in the Bible! The 
Book of Acts, he says, has no “Amen” at the end, 
because it is not ended, and hence it is right, he 
thinks, to include extra-Biblical lessons, 

“What the world needs more than anything,” said 
Dr. Garvie, “is the consciousness that there is but 
one human race.” He told of a conference with Pro- 
fessor Weigle in which they came to the conclusion 
that they would do their best to bring about some 
one recognized course of Biblical instruction, in 
renewed co-operation between the British Lessons 
Council and the American Lesson Committee — not 
perhaps on the basis of fifty-two lessons dated 
throughout the year, but forty lessons a year in 
each grade, leaving twelve lessons open for local 
adaptation. 

Principal Garvie believes also that it is best to teach 
the Old Testament in “the new way,” though some, he 
says, do not know how teedo that. Although he did not 
do so in the Convention, he has elaborated this idea 
in a book of his, in the Introduction to which he says: 
“There is a growing number of teachers who find it 
almost impossible to teach some of the Old Testament 
lessons, because they have left the old standpoint so 
far behind that they cannot treat the lessons from it, 
and yet they are not so much at home in the new 
standpoint, if they have reached it at all, as to get the 
full advantage in their teaching which in most cases it 
offers. .... There are a great many teachers who know 
nothing of modern scholarship, and are quite content 
with, nay, even zealous for, the-old standpoint.” 

Let us be devoutly thankful that there are indeed a 
great many teachers of this latter type. For what 
Principal Garvie means by “modern scholarship,” if 
one may judge by the findings in his book, is evidently 
not the latest work of the reverent and Bible-believing 
Old Testament scholars of superior attainments in the 
field of Biblical research and philology, but rather the 
now widely discredited work of men whose claims to 
Old Testament scholarship have rested too often on 
unproved theories, and not upon sound evidence. Prin- 
cipal Garvie is an earnest exponent of that school of 
Old Testament criticism and interpretation which has 
caused, and is causing, so much havoc in the spiritual 
life of the churches, by its undermining of confidence 
in the Bible as the Word of God. His prominence in 








> 


448 


the preparation of lesson courses in Great Britain will 
certainly not be one of the persuasive factors, to say the 
least (numerous as they are), that would lead well 
informed conservatives in North America to encourage 
international co-operation in lesson courses, or curricula 
of Christian education. 

Professor Weigle believes that for America there 
must be closely graded lessons, and also lessons graded 
by age-groups,— ordinarily now called departmental 

raded lessons,— and, speaking for the International 

sson Committee, he said that the majority of the 
Committee feel that the Uniform Lessons are to be 
surrendered as soon as the Committee can arrange for 
lessons by age groups. He stated that the American 
Lesson Committee is at work devising an International 
Curriculum of Religious Education, to occupy an hour 
on Sundays and two hours during the week. He said 
that even for schools that cannot do all this the ma- 
jority of the Committee feel that the Uniform Lessons 
ate inadequate, and he declared that the Sub-Committee 
on Policy had heard, he was sure, all the arguments 
in favor of the Uniform plan. 

There was no discussion from the floor on these 
subjects, but these open declarations of the principles 
and purposes that are now actuating the official prepa- 
ration of lesson courses will naturally arouse intense 
interest, for the vast majority of North American 
Sunday-schools are using by preference the Uniform 
Lessons which the majority of the Lesson Committee 
believe should be surrendered. The question is not a 
new one. A full discussion of it will be found in The 
Sunday School Times for February 18, 1922. While 
fully recognizing the strong arguments in favor of 
lessons graded by age-groups, or departmental les- 
sons, The Sunday School Times has consistently held 
that the Lesson Committee ought also to continue, as 
in recent years, to meet the needs and the intelligently 
tonsidered purposes of that great company of represen- 
tative schools that prefer the Improved Uniform Les- 
sons, and this is still the earnest conviction of this 
paper. 
_ (To be concluded in next week's issue.) 


i 
Can You Say Shibboleth? 


By Virgil C. Snow 


T= liberal element in, the church are-saying a great 
deal..about “Shibboleths,” as. though the. Funda- 
mentalists were narrow, unfair, unkind, and in the 
wrong in demanding conformity to’ a dogmatic creed. 

The, Ephraimites, as we read in the twelfth chap- 
ter of Judges, were traitors to Israel and to God, yet 
they were numbered among the children of God. Cer- 
tain ones who later were slain were misrepresenting 
their identity, denying that they were Ephraimites. 
There are men to-day who have denied the truths of 
God’s Word, denied their very redemption through 
the work of Christ on the cross. These men are now 
at “the passage of the Jordan,” denying their unbe- 
lief and making every attempt to hide themselves 
among the true believers. 

The dialect of the Ephraimites lacked the “sh” sound, 
and they could not pronounce Shibboleth, but said, 
“Sibboleth.” To-day the Fundamentalists are bold 
cocua to demand that these Liberalists say “Shib- 

eth.” 

In a certain denominational gathering when a reso- 

lution was offered affirming belief in the Inspiration 
of the Bible, the Deity of Jesus Christ, and the Blood 
Atonement, an ordained minister who was home .on 
furlough from China arose and said, “No one has 
any right te ask me what I believe.” He could not 
pronounce the “sh,” and he did not want to be asked 
bo. 
j The minister of the Gospel is ordained of God to 
proclaim the truths about Christ, but we find that 
the modern Ephraimites run jnto a corner.trying to 
evade with a “Sibboleth.” 

Just what is the Christian Shibboleth that the Lib- 
eral can not say? We find it in*1 Corinthians 12:3: 
“No man can say that Jesus is the Lord, but by the 
Holy Ghost.” That és the test. 

“Jesus is the Lord” means that Jesus is supreme as 
a teacher. He was not mistaken about the authorship 
and authority of the Books of Méses, nor about any- 
thing else. It behooves us to listen to what he taught 
about his own sacrificial death on the cross: “The 
Son of man came... to give his life a ransom for 
many.”. And the Church program ought not to forget 
that he also said, “I will come again.” 

This is our Shibboleth: “Jesus is the Lord.” Why 
should we give Christian fellowship and false hope 
to-day to those who, by their denials, deny the Lord- 
ship of Jesus? You say that is unloving? It is the 
greatest kindness to them. If we do otherwise, they 
will rise up against us in the day of judgment and 
rebuke us. for not having warned them. 

Payette, IpAHo. 


“Evolution and the Supernatural,” by Dr. W. H. 
Griffith Thomas, showing the effects of the acceptance 
of the evolution theory on Christian faith and life, 
may be had from The Sunday School Times Company 
at only 25 cents. 
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Nothing seems too difficult for Belgian Christians to do for their Lord. Parallel to the account given in this article 


of Florent Mahieu, 
told by one of the Belgian 


» al sixty years of age, learned to read in order that he might study his Bible, is an incident 
Gospel Mission workers of a para tic in one of the worst. sections of Soignies. Once a 


Socialist and a man of evil repute, he came to know Christ Jesus, and all who hi el at the ch 5 
him. Although helpless from paralysis, he gathers about him in his home each evening the families of two sotgilons 
In 


They have been converted by his simple reading 5 per Scriptures and testimony. 
submitted to being carried in a wheelbarrow, the only conveys 


conducted by a Mission worker not long dgo, 
a he could afford. 


order to be present at a meet- 


Calls are coming to the Belgian Gospel Mission from every side for Gospel Halls in towns and cities where no work 


is now being carried on. 


Does not the zeal of these Belgian Christians make you want to have a 


the.Gospel where it is so much needed? Contributions to the work may be sent to:Mr. Charles G. Tranbull 


Treasurer, 1031 Walnut Street, Philadelphia. 


usually happy, which meant that Mnie. Neusy’s 

tranquil countenance would glow a little more 
brightly illumined by the Divine Spirit within, and 
that M. Neusy would break into song a little more 
frequently. I have never known any one so capable 
of sustained Gospel singing as M. Neusy. His throat 
may be quite worn out from continuous. speaking in 
evangelistic campaigns, but those hard-worked chords 
could always respond to the joyous soul within, when 
joy in the Lord must find expression. , 

Of all those connected with the Belgian Gospel Mis- 
sion, perhaps none are more universally loved and re- 
spected than M. and. Mme. Neusy. For years they 
have been toiling at their posts of the Mission, Dour 
and Warquignies, in the industrial region of Belgium, 
near Mons. Much blessing has been theirs, and. no 
little difficulty. But even their difficulties have been 
shot through with blessing and victory. For example, 
a young couple, who a month before had given their 
hearts to the Lord in the meetings conducted by M. 
Neusy, came to pay. him.a visit. Often since their 
conversion they had visited M. and Mme Neusy, stire 
always of.a welcome, and certain of quick understand- 
ing and sympathy in their problems. Always they had 
recounted, as children to their parents, the tale of, their 
daily experiences, with the true simplicity of little 
children. But this time their faces were troubled and 
they hesitated to speak, but at last it came out. . The 
Sunday beforé, as’ M. Neusy spoke, his.message ex- 
actly described and depicted their past lives of sin... 
therefore it was certain that some one’ who knew had 
been to M. Neusy to tell him of their past misdeeds 
for otherwise he would not have spoken thus, ... an 
furthermore, it seemed as if since then, their blessed 
Lord also had hidden the light of his face, perhaps 
by being thus reminded of their black past! 

In vain did their pastor seek to reassure them, their 
fears had these simple, newborn babes in fierce grasp, 
but next Sunday a message of comfort was given to 
them through the lips of M. Neusy, as he spoke from 
the First Epistle ar John on the believer’s certainties. 
The clouds were dissipated and_they rejoiced in being 
reassured of their position in Christ. Their heartfelt 
joy was edifying to witness. i 

But it was not only of this happening that M. Neusy 
wrote recently, to us in America, “Having,” as he ex- 
pressed it, “our hearts overflowing with joy because 
of the many encouragements of these last days.” He 
added, as a proof of the sincerity of this young couple, 
that the husband had ceased his practise df taking 
home from his shop his master’s tools, to put them 
to his own personal use; and further, that in their zeal 
for singing hymns, they had exchanged a newly pur- 
chased gramophone for a small organ. The blessing 
from that little home had outreached to the family of 
their cousins, who, convinced that their business was 
not pleasing to the Lord, had sold it out, seeking to 
og God in some better way that he should indicate 
to them. 


Ts Neusys were happy. Indeed they were un- 


Finally he recounted to us his chief occasion for ° 


thanksgiving. Among the many aged people who in 
their field of activity have been led to the acceptance 
of Christ, and into radiant joy in the Lord, was an 
old man called Florent Mahieu. 

Over sixty he was at the time of his conversion, but 
he who had never been taught to read; experienced 
now a mighty longing to read the Bible for himself 
and to be able to sing the Gospel hymns with the 
others. Slowly and laboriously he toiled at his let- 


- ters until he too could read the Bible and the Gospel 


song. 

A great burden rested upon Florent Mahieu’s heart 
for his two sons-in-law. One was not only a violent 
unbeliever but blasphemous to a terrible degree. The 
other was calmer in his unbelief, but wholly indiffer- 
ent to any appeal. -They were deaf to his appeals, but 
the old man betook himself to prayer on their be- 
half. “If you knew,” he said to M. Neusy, “how 
much we have prayed for them!” 

One day M. Neusy and Florent Mahieu determined 
to pay a visit to these two families, and seek in some 
way to witness to them. Almost’ fearfully they drew 
near their house. “Can it be possible?” “What is 
this we hear?” M. Mahieu said to M. Neusy. Yes, 


it was wondrously true. . They entered the house to 
find the two families gathered together, each one with 
his Bible. and hymn-book in hand, engaged in singing 
the songs of the Gospel. As our friends entered, these 
erstwhile unbelievers and blasphemers began to wit- 
ness to what the Lord had done for them. . Florent 
Mahieu’s prayers were being answered. “There must 
have also been joy in heaven,” added M. Neusy. 
The next Sunday, despite the falling snow, the dark 
night, the long distance, and the terrible roads, the 
two families were present in force at the meeting. 
Old Florent Mahieu could only say in testimony, “To- 
day has been more to me than a fortune!” 

How many of these aged Belgian Christians I know 

rsonally. I can see yet old M. and Mme, Vilain, as 
I visited them in their tiny abode at the end of a dark 
“smpasse,” wooden “sabots” on their feet, their cloth- 
ing very much patched and re-patched, Madame’s head 
crowned with a cap of spotless white, and their look 
of gentle dignity. I can.yet hear them sing in their 
thin quavering voices the blessed Gospel. songs which 
they had only known for such a short while. ‘Then 
as the tears of joy begin to course down, the wrinkled 
cheeks of our old -friend, M. Vilain, he must take off 
his old steel spectacles and wipe the tears away; so 
as again to be able to read those blessed words of 
comfort. Oh,.we rejoice in spirit that we. were: sent 
to Belgium! fyb Sige: PaaS a Bee 

How .we thank .God,. too, for the: Belgian: helpers 
who share in the evangelizing of their: own land, in 
the ranks of the Belgian Gospel Mission. We think 
of some of the highest in the land who. frequent our 
meetings and co-operate with our efforts. Our hearts 
rejoice daily, as well, in the faithful service. of others 
— humble men of d,—like Meersman at Oost 
Roosebeke, and Quadpeerts and Michiels, working in 
another part of superstitious Flanders, in dark Lim- 
bourg. Meersman’s story has already been told to 
Sunday School Times readers, how in one ‘intern- 


‘ment camp of Holland, through reading a New Tes- 


tament given him, he was led to the acceptance of 
Christ, how, upon his return, after the War, he was 
cast out of home on declaring his conversion from 
Romanism, and then how in his own simple home, pur- 
chased with army back pay, he gathered willing neigh- 
bors and friends together until some thirty had ac- 
cepted Christ, and then hearing of the Belgian Gospel 
Mission, he begged to have his little work incorporated 
with the larger movement. : 

Quadpeerts and Michiels are colporteurs and evan- 
gelists of the same stamp of heroic Christian witness. 
Theirs is no easy field in dark Limbourg. “Could 
the heart of the Congo be any more fanatical and ig- 
norant?” one of them sadly asked us. One day aficr 
many weeks of colporting from door to door, with 
some encouragement, they thought the time had come 
fer an open-air meeting in the public square of Hasselt, 
where the Mission has a house. Crowds gathered’ 
around them, the attention was close and interested. 
Then Satan bestirred himself. Some one sent secretly 
for the priest. He came, but was unable unaided to 
break up the meeting, so he resorted to other tactics. 
Going away to the Cathedral, he speedily returned 
with the “host.” Elevating it in the midst of the 
crowd, in compelling tones he commanded worship of 
this man-made idol. All present immediately fell on 
their knees in adoration, save our three workers who 
remained, like the three Hebrew children of old erect, 
in protest against this idolatry. Then the priest called 
to the people, “You see they are not worshipers of 
God at all, but impostors, for God is here present, in 
the wafer, and they do not bow the knee.” Then the 
people, turning against our workers, attacked them, 
chased them from the public square, pursuing them 
with murderous intent, until, as they said, they were 
just able to escape with their lives. And yet, as is 
that people of Limbourg to-day, so, but a few years 
back, weréethose three fearless, devoted workers, be- 
fore the light of the Gospel of the Grace of God had 
driven from their hearts the darkness of superstition 
and fanaticism. * 

We thank God for other Belgian workers like M. 
Parmentier, directing the work at Antwerp.and Ho- 
boken, and for Mr. Van Steenberghe, directing the 
activities of the Mission, the tent work, evangelistic 
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campaigns and the like. And often we have had 
cause for thanksgiving in the close co-operation and 
fellowship of M. Collinet, a business man of Brussels, 

has given generously of his means, and unstint- 
edly of helpful counsel and of practical aid. At times 
he has left his business affairs for days at a time to 
search for a “local” or hall for the Mission in some 


» obscure corner of Belgium. And now M. Collinet is 


visiting America, aiding the Directors of the Mission 
in their deputation work and witnessing to the Chris- 
tian public, from the standpoint of a Belgian Christian, 
as to what the Lord is: doing these days in their 
home land. Truly it is something to rejoice the heart 
to see the zealousness of these Belgian Christians, 
seeking not earthly treasures, but laying up treasures 
in heaven. 


PHILADELPHIA, 








Girls’ Problems of To-day 
Discussed by Mother Ruth 














Questions for answer, and other communicatio' 
may be addressed to Mother Ruth, The Sunday” 
School Times, 1031 Walnut Street, Philadelphia. No 
mames or addresses or identity will be published in 
The Sunday School Times; and if questions are too 
personal for an “answer in these columns, Mother 
Ruth will be glad to reply individually if possible, 
if return postage is enclosed. 
> 


Dear Mother Ruth: I have been reading your answers to 
Girls’ Problems in The Sunday School Times for quite a 
while, and I wonder if you can help me out? 

I am seventeen and a senior in high school. I attend 
the Congregational Church regularly and I am a member 
of a Sunday-school class. 

When I was a sophomore in high school, I met a young 
man who has affected my life ever since. He is a few 
years older than I, and does not seem to care for me 
the way I do for him. He is a very worthy and respected 
young man, and every one respects him. He dances and 
likes me to go to dances with him. I know you will not 
approve of this, Mother Ruth, yet I go to the dances just 
to see him and be able to dance with him. 

am anxious to do what is right, and yet I cannot put 
this young man out of my thoughts. It seems sometimes 
as if I would ge crazy, I think so much of him. 

I pray each night I may have the strength to resist. 
Yet I don’t want to give him up. Please don’t tell me, 
Mother Ruth, that I should try to forget him. I can’t, I’ve 
tried. It is “affecting my school work, yet I use all’ my 
strength to stop it and I can’t. What shall I do?—A 
STRICKEN SENIOR. : 


Y DEAR STRICKEN SENIOR: I hope you 

will read your letter over before you read the 
answer. Somehow I feel if you do, you will see its 
weakness. Iam so sorry you are carrying your bur- 
den all yourself, when you might find one who would 
not only share it with you, but would carry it all, 
and take from you the weight of it. y 

You speak of aireneing We Congregational Church; 
are you a Christian? ave you given yourself to 
God to let him control your life? If not, I do not 
know how to advise you, for all my help cometh from 
the Lord! Read Psalm 121 and see what a comfort 
you can have in the one who cares and who watches 
over you with a love that is unceasing and will not 
let you be wrecked or touched by harm, if you will 
rest in Him! 

If you are not his and have not accepted him as 
your guide, I do not wonder that you pray for a thing 
when you go to bed at night, and do not feel any re- 
sponse. You know the first thing you must do, if 
you want your prayers answered is to give everything 
over into your Lord’s hands, and to have him take 
your heart and give you a.new one. He will give 
you heavenly wisdom, and so control your decisions 
that you will be free from this condition you are in. 
At present you say you are letting this affect your 
school work, you want strength to resist, and then 
say you do not want to give him up! 

Now you know if you are a child of God and 
have passed your life into his keeping you will 
not want your own way; you will want God’s 
way because you will know that he knows what is 
for your good and what in the future will bring the 
greatest happiness and success. My dear, throw your 
self on the mercy of God and accept his wisdom for 
your life, that you may not make a failure and a mess 
of your life! " 

The dance? Can’t you see that the attraction be- 
tween you is not of the pure and holy thing that God 
would have it? My dear, you are born for better 
things, and need to have a real life with God that you 
may have a knowledge of things worth while, and de- 
sires that will be free from anything that savors of 
sin! God will feed you on the “finest of the wheat,” 
if you will let him, but he will not have anything to 
do with a divided heart. Let him reign supreme, and 
let him give you a poise and a strength that will 
laugh at any feeling of saying “I can’t, I’ve tried.” 
That sounds just like the old enemy, your seeker 
after your ruin! No, no, arise in all your woman- 
hood, and give yourself into the hands of one who is 
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always known to be victorious. He is able to make 
a victor out of you, not by giving you your own way, 
but by having you walk in his way and follow his 
footsteps in joy, peace, and it may be sacrifice, but 
whatever his will is, it is what you want for your life, 
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then you will develop into your best! Give yourself 
to him and trust him to lead you into the way of life 
and the abundant life! 

God help you to see, and to accept him! So you 
will come to your noblest and best! 





Your Own Committee on Education 


Its responsibilities, its relationships and the results 
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IVE years ago our Sunday-school was the fifth 

in the county in point of size. For-the past three 
years it has been second, and has maintained the 
highest percent of average attendance based on total 
enrollment. 

At the Children’s Week parade last year we won 
out over every other school in the county for having 
the largest number of children in line. This year, at 
a parade for the County Sunday-School Convention, 
we not only won out for having the largest number 
in parade, but we had one hundred percent of our 
Junior Department in parade, and nearly one hundred 
percent of our men’s class of one hundred men, thus 
winning three of the banners. All this shows that we 
not only made a substantial gain in numbers, but, that 
we are holding them, and that we are able to get our 
people to respond to every call better than the average 
school. 

Now I am going to tell you some of the methods 
we have used to attain this result. First of all we 
had a Committee on Religious Education that was on 
the job every minute. The loose ends that were apt 
to develop in most schools were kept up Plans were 
laid carefully and then carried out. The faculty and 
staff were carefully chosen, and revised as often as 
seemed best for the success of ‘the school. The 
Committee of Education consists of five members, 
—the pastor, superintendent, and three active workers 
well qualified for the work. They held called meet- 
ings as often as.there was anything in the way of 
business to transact. The Council, which consists of 
all the officers and faculty of the school, met once a 
month for a supper conference. Business of general 
interest was transacted at this session; then the heads. 
of departments took their workers into divisional con” 
ferences. In this way the whole school was bound 
together in a close feeling of fellowship and co- 
operation. At the general session reports of all de- 
partments and general officers were read. The Church 
Board also met with the Council for supper and to 
hear the general reports, then adjourned for their own 
meeting. As many as sixty-five sat down to some of 
these fellowship suppers. It was a big factor in hold- 
ing our working force together. 

To build up our membership after a year of camp- 
ing out while the church building was enlarged was 
one of our first great concerns. At the beginning of 








The Sunday School 


By John Grant Newman 


("T° HIS world is lost without Chfist’s touch,” 
I hear one say. He told us much; 

But not one word spake he to show 

How this blind world its Christ might know. 
God’s Word is strong, it sets men free, 

Its fruit we need. Then plant the tree! 

And for this planting there’s a tool: 

The true, bright-shining, Sunday-school. 


Use that! Nor seek “short cuts”’ to truth; 
Can infants take ‘‘short cuts” to youth ? 
Watch bees; they gather sweets by drops! 
And farmers toil, then wait for crops ; 

All faithful students keep at work ; 

While drones, alas! still try to shirk. 

Why quit ye, then, the Sunday-school ? 

If God’s lamp dies, man lives a fool. 


Come then! And sing God’s praise aloud ; 
Learn prayer, where humble men have bowed; 
The Bible points the higher way; 

It giveth light, as sun gives day; 

It wakems thought, it quickens deeds, 

As yon round orb doth quicken seeds. 
Truth’s fount flows clear at Sunday-school, 
Drink there life’s waters, fresh and cool. 


For helping men the Christ to find, — 
For building brotherhood that’s kind, 

For kindling hope in languid eyes, 

For aiding all to seize life’s prize, — 

No earthly place hath angel found 

So like God’s bush on holy ground 

As is the sacred Sunday-school, 

Where shineth yet Christ’s Golden Rule. 


























the school year the Sunday-school association put a 
card questionnaire, through the grade schools, high 
school, and the state university. These cards gave 
us name, age, grade in school, home address, tele- 
phone number,.name*of parents, parents’ church pref- 
erence, whether or not the pupil attended Sunday- 
school and if so where. Each church got its share 
of the cards, and also a list of the pupils who did not 
attend Sunday-school and whose parents had no 
church preference. The cards were divided according 
to departments. Each superintendent then subs 
divided hers according to grade in public school, and 
gave them out to teachers of those grades. 

Three banquets were arranged for,—one for 

young people of university age, one for high school 
pupils and those of similar age, and one for Juniors: 
The Junior banquet was a six o'clock supper, with 
one hour of play afterward. All were held in the 
church. Children of Primary and Beginners’ ages 
were invited to the church for an afternoon party. 
_ Every pupil whose name appeared in the ques- 
tionnaire whose parents preferred our church was 
invited to one or the other of these parties. Chil- 
dren who were already enrolled of course were in- 
vited. The church book was gone over, and every 
person of those ages whose name was on the church 
book was invited. The teachers were sent out to 
call upon every pupil on their lists, to invite them to 
the parties, and to invite them to come to their 
classes. They were instructed to find out if there 
were any persons in the homes whose names were 
not on the list, older or younger, and if so invite them 
to the Sunday-school and to the parties if they 
were of suitable age. All children under school age 
were reported to the Beginners’ and Cradle Roll 
superintendents. People of adult age were reported 
to Adult classes. The pastor also took a list of all 
people whose names were reported, and with his 
secretary checked them up with the church roll, and 
where the names did not appear on the church books 
they were ‘placed on his list of calls to be made im- 
mediately. 


Having thoroughly worked the field over, inside’ 


of two months we had as large an attendance as we 
could care for in our new building. To hold them 
was our next or. 

We made a rule that a pupil was not to be enrolled 
till he had been present three Sundays, unless we were 
reasonably sure that he was to be permanent. If a 
pupil was absent several Sundays without giving any 
reason, he was looked up and brought back if pos- 
sible. Each teacher was made to feel this was her 
responsibility, but the superintendent also kept a 
watch on the absentees. We had several different ab- 
sentee cards we sometimes sent, but depended quite 
largely on the telephone and personal calls. 

We had an enrollment secretary, who soon had to 
have an assistant who worked solely in the Junior 
department. The Primary, Beginners’, and Cradle 
Roll superintendents each looked after her own en- 
rollment problems, but reported regularly to the 
general enrollment secretary. This force kept close 
tab on all enrolled pupils, attended to keeping them 
properly graded, and dropped all dead timber. They 
had printed cards for keeping track of name, age, and 
address of every pupil in the classes younger than the 
university class. : 

e-had superintendents for every department, 
whose duty it was to look after keeping the classes 
supplied with teachers and substitutes, passing the 
supplies even where more than one department met 
in the same assembly. 

Each class takes a certain pride in trying to keep 
up its attendance; each teacher prides herself on 
holding her class; each superintendent tries to do as 
well as he can by his department, and we ali try to 
help each other. 

Now and then, when a superintendent changes, a 
teacher fails us, or something unavoidable happens 
to discourage one class or department for a short 
time, we notice right away there is a slump in the at- 
tendance from that quarter, but the Committee of 
Education usually is right on the job, and as soon as 
possible rights the matter. Some extra effort then 
must be put forth to win back what has been lost, 
but with our efficient enrollment force on the job we 
know right where to put our‘fngers on the missing 
ones and what to do to get them back. 

Bou.peEr, Coto. 




















> 


450 








One of God’s Noblemen, Dr. Griffith Thomas 


- 
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N. F. Douty 
Pastor of Baptist Tabernacle, Philadelphia 


HE eloquent tributes paid Dr, Griffith Thomas by 
the leaders. of Christian thought and action have 
not been exaggerations. But a little reflection will show 
that the finest test of this scholar’s greatness is not to 
be found in his relation to such men as Mr. Scroggie, 
Dr. Gray, and Dr. Torrey (for we generally walk 
softly in that sort of company), but in his relation to 
those who, like myself, are obscure and of less im- 
portance, ‘Ne 
y During the last year I have had the privilege of 
intimate and frequent association with Dr. Thomas. 
While his spirituality and scholarship were patent to 
411 who heard him, the genuine humility of the man 
is uniquely understood by us who had least claim on 
im. His humility rebuked me. One afternooon, 
iding on a street-car, he turned suddenly to me to ask 
passage I thought his exegesis of a very difficult 





ssage in Romans was warranted. I almost fell off 

y seat. : 

There was nothing too small for him to remember 
to do, even at the cost of personal injury. Last winter 
he told me he was going to lend me a book which I was 
anxious to read. Several days later I saw him. He 
was teaching when I came into the room where he was. 
Suddenly he closed his note-book and hurried out, 
saying he was very ill. As we filed out of the room, 
Dr. Thomas stepped up to me and handed over the 
book I had wanted. Think of his considering my want 
before his own need of relief! 


Amo Clemens Gaebelein, D.D. 
Editor of Our Hope 


HEN the news reached me, two thousand miles 

away from home, that the Lord of the harvest 
had called Dr. @ 
field to rest from his labors, I bowed my head in 
deepest sorrow. At a time when, humanly speaking, 
this faithful witness seemed to be more needed than 
ever before, the sovereign Lord, who does all things 
well, thought best to call him home. : 

Dr. Thomas was a man of ripe scholarship. Be- 
sides being an able scholar, he also was eminently 
gifted to present the Truth of God in oral ministry 
as well as by his pen. He manifested a mature and 
analytical mind. His most outstanding faculty was 
the teaching of every phase of divine Truth in a very 
simple yet attractive manner, so that all classes of 
men could easily follow him and grasp the solid 
doctrines of the Word of God. Che 

What impressed the writer the most was his dig- 
nified bearing. There was nothing frivolous about 
him. He was very unassuming. He never boasted of 
his scholarship or spoke of his attainments, nor 
mentioned the positions of honor and responsibility 
he held in Europe and on this continent. -His was a 
true humility. 

Another servant of Christ at home! I have watched 
beloved ones gathered home with whom it has been 
my privilege for over thirty years to have fellowship 
in Christian service. I sometimes name them in the 
quiet of an evening: James H. Brookes, A. J. Gordon, 
Arthur T. Pierson, W. Morehead, J. M. Stifler, El- 
more Harris, H. B. Parsons, C. I. Scofield, D. M. 
Stearns, George Needhdm, Thomas Needham, Albert 
Erdman, W. J. Erdman, H. L. Hastings, McWatty 
Russel, Donald D. Monro, and scores of others. And 
now Dr. Griffith Thomas has joined their company. 
They are all waiting up yonder as we wait down here. 
They wait for the same shout. It will surely come! 
And when it comes, how blessed the’meeting, the re- 
union and the eternal and unmarred fellowship with 
Him and the fellowship of all his saints! May the 
Home-call of our beloved brother stimulate us to 
great consecration and greater service. 


A Brooklyn Christian 


HE article in The Sunday School Times about Dr. 

Griffith Thomas was so true about his being willing 
to do the little things and take an imterest in anyone 
that turned to him for help. I know this is not usual 
with great Bible teachers, or, in fact, with many of the 
ministers. But when I, an utter stranger, wrote him, 
because after hearing him preach I felt I could turn 
to him in a time of great need, he resporrded promptly 
by letter, suggesting an interview after a church service 
in New York City, where he was to preach. He also 
sent me a book to read; the humility of the man was 
shown in not sending one of his own works, but some- 
thing written by another minister. Later at Stony 
Brook I came across a leaflet written by him that he 





Griffith Thomas from the great: 
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might have sent at that time, but he used another’s 
writings. 

Another instance of his desire to serve, even at per- 
sonal inconvenience, was before he sailed for Europe 
summer before last. I was still in need of help, and 
had written him again. He wrote for me to meet him, 
on the evening before he sailed, even though he was 
only in New York for a few hours and must have had 
a lot of personal matters to attend to. I was in a ter- 
rible condition, physically, mentally and yg be 
and under the Lord’s guidance he was used mightily 
to bring me out of darkness into light again and back 
to assurance, safety and fellowship, and into victory 
over the thing that was pulling me down and wreck- 


ing me, 
E. J. Pace, D.D. 
Pastor of the First United Brethren Church of Canton, Ohio 


| FIND it hard to believe he whom we loved so dearly, 
to whom we looked up so constantly, and with- 
out whom it will be so hard to get along, has left 
the ranks of the Church militant where he will be 
sorely missed. 

To me his going away is a personal bereavement. 
It seems as though my own father had again passed 
away, leaving such a void as only a father’s going 
can produce. Always so unfeignedly sympathetic, 
so ready with that seasoned counsel of his, counsel 
born of great erudition and hard common sense, ever 
lavish with kind helpfulness, he never let an oppor- 
tunity slip for passing on the heartening word, the 
illuminating suggestion, or the clear, ringing testimony. 

And how he knew his Bible! ‘Treasures new and 
old” he so easily brought forth from that exhaustless 
treasure house, stating simple truths upon a back- 
ground of great learning in such a happy fashion as to 
make listening one round of perfect delight. The mas- 
siveness of his intellect, his keen-visioned power of 
analysis, his delightful alliterative way of putting 
things made him a teacher of rare power, and when 
one remembers how thoroughly sanctified all that 
learning was, it is little wonder that his hearers went 
away fully fed. His thorough grasp of all that range 
of knowledge that pertained to his calling made him 
an antagonist worthy the mettle of the best of them, 
and yet of all men I ever knew he could best “speak 
the truth in love.” There was never the first sug- 
gestion of a sting in what he said; he was too much 
the gentleman for that. 

And how refreshing was his humility! The grace 
of God had so long and so thoroughly worked in his 
heart, that although he had a hundredfold more to be 
proud of than many a pretentious “scholar” of our 


day, yet so artless and genuine was his humility that - 


‘it seemed like the fragrance of a rose. He had learned 
long since, and well, that “the fear of the Lord is 
the beginning of wisdom.” 

From our poor limited human standpoint, we hardly 
know how we can spare him. He was such a Valiant- 
for-Truth in the hot battle that is on, and so needed, 


-that were we not sure that “the battle is the Lord’s” 


we would be disheartened by his dropping from the 
ranks. I for one have heard in his going the call to 
reconsecration to the task yet unfinished, and to labor 
for Him more earnestly yet, as the memory of our 
brother’s example furnishes encouragement. 


L. W. Munhall, D.D., Philadelphia 


E WAS my friend, and I prized his friendship 
. very highly, for he was in every way a magnifi- 
cent man. 7 

Physically, he was a splendid specimen and would 
attract attention in any company of men, being comely 
and of distinguished bearing. ; 

Intellectually, he was a giant. His mind was well 
stored with things worth knowing, and they were avail- 
able, — especially was this true of his knowledge of 
the Scriptures. Because of this he was a remarkably 
gifted and capable teacher. Any one could learn from 
him, for when he spoke or wrote he was sure to say 
something worth while, and in such a way as to ar- 
rest and hold attention. 

Spiritually. He was a apmeety minded -man, rev- 
erent and devout. The things of God and eternity 
were serious with him; and in dealing with them he 
was always honest and never trifling. He believed the 
Bible is the Word of God and of supreme authority in 
matters of faith and conduct. 

Socially. He was cheerful and companionable, al- 
ways welcome in any company of intelligent people 
who knew him. 

Brotherly. He was a real, great big brother to his 
brethren, warm-hearted and approachable, indeed he 
would go their way if they gave him a chance, rather 
than expect them to come his way. 
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Ralph C. and Edith F. Norton 
Directors of the Belgian Gospel Mission, Brussels 
Two of the humblest saints of Great Britain died 
with the passing of Dr. Alexander Wh 
burgh and Dr. Alexander Smellie of Carluke. 

We wonder if a third, in the person of Dr. W. H. 
Griffith Thomas, might not be added to the illustrious 
two mentioned above, for surely Dr. Thomas was 
one of the humblest men to be so intellectually great 
that we have ever known. The contribution he made 
to the Church of Christ in these days of fierce attack 
upon her integrity and loyalty to her Head is incal- 
culable. 

His power of analysis and of clear thinking were 
a joy to the faithful and as an anchor for their faith 
—ind were used of God to dissipate the doubts threat- 
ening many a young or inexperienced believer. 

_ But we who profited by his erudition and his expe- 
rience were also inspired by his spiritual qualities, the 
shining example he presented of meekness, of tem- 
perance, of gentleness, and of faith. We rejoiced 


‘ also in those qualities that bas or as more hu- 


man, his genial humor, his approachableness, his sim- 

plicity, his absolute lack of sanctimoniousness or pose, 
rae ee comradeship with those of like simple 
aith, 

Surely he was one of God’s choicest saints and 
noblemen — and life can never be the same again with- 
out him—nor can it ever be the same for us who 
knew and loved him as it might have been if we had 
never known him, so much has he enriched our living, 
and our capacity for serving. -So we thank God for 
this our friend, and pray for added grace to, as did 
he, “fight a good fight,” and to finish our course with 


R. V. Bingham 
Editor of the Evangelical Christian and Missionary - 
/Witness, Toronto 


[E I WERE asked to sum up the life of Dr. Griffith 
| Thomas as I have known it from the time he gave 
his first public utterance in America fourteen years ago, 
until I stood beside his open grave, in the utmost brevity, 
I should use the one word, “Graciousness,” because 
it expresses both his life and his ministry. 


His words were words of grace. 

In his public utterances he more nearly reflected 
the Master, of whom it was written, “They wondered 
at the gracious words which proceeded out of his 
mouth,” and in his private converse more fully at- 
tained to the apostolic ideal, “Let your speech be al- 
th grace, seasoned with salt,” than any man 
I have known. I have heard him fathom the depths 
of theological mysteries in the presence of large gath- 
erings of ministers and theological professors. I have 
listened as with his versatile mind he has gathered the 
oldest testimony of history with the very latest wit- 
ness of archeological discovery, in rebuttal of some 
of the modern assaults upon the Scriptures before 
gatherings in defense of the Word of God. I have 
seen him as he preached the Gospel to the multitudes 
with all the simplicity and earnestness of Spurgeon 
or Moody. And I have been present in the largest 
gatherings in England and America as he has stood upon 


_ those platforms which set forth the truths of the 


deeper life. (And in any of these four spheres of 
ministry there were few, if any, that could excel him.) 
But in whatever sphere he ministered,-it was always 
the same: his words were always “with grace.” 


His life was characterized by grace. 

Words of grace are only begotten of a work of 
grace. Dr. Thomas had none of the advantages of 
Christian home training, but he knew the time when 
Christ met him and the work of grace began with 
that “birth from above.” Life after that is best ex- 
pressed in one of his well-known books, “Christianity 
is Christ,” and the fulness of that life into which he 
entered is well described in the title of his later work, 
“Life Abiding and Abounding.” 

His ministry was the expression of his life — that 
life that found its source in Christ, its first expression 
in the inner circle of the home, and which from that 
center and source spread its aroma for the blessin 
of the whole Church wherever he was known. One o 
the sweetest testimonies was given to us from that 
inner home circle without any thought of publicity. 
I apologize for proclaiming on the housetop that which 
was spoken in the privacy of the family. But it 
touched me and came to*me as a closing benediction 
from that life, so I venture to pass it on. It was the 
simple statement that “He did not preach cream and 
then come home and live skim milk. He lived as he 
preached.” His loss will be felt most deeply in that 
home, but most widely in the whole household of faith. 
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‘the Bridegroom! 


Lesson for August 10 
John 2: 1-11 
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LESSON e 








AUGUST 10. THE FIRST MIRACLE OF JESUS 


International Uniform Lesson.—John 2: I-11 
Golden Text.—Whatsoever he saith unto you, do it.— 


John 2:5 x4 














: The Lesson Applied 
By W. Irving Carroll, D.D. 


First 
Three things: a marriage, a miracle, and “His glory” 


‘manifested! This is a picture, here in the beginning, 


of this dispensation or age! 

John 2:1, 2, “A marriage.” A guest at this one! 

Matthew 22:1-10, “A marriage.” But at this one, 
“A marriage for HIS SON”! 
bo a is God’s PURPOSE, on the Divine side, in this 
age 

John 2:9, A miracle! “Water made wine”; the 
new birth; not the old changed, but new wine; re- 
generation ! Which is God’s METHOD in this ‘age! 

John 2:11, “His glory” manifested! As ’twill 
be at this other marriage, Revelation 19: 6-8, R. V., 
“Give GLORY UNTO HIM”! “The MARRIAGE 
of the Lamb is come”! 


Second 
The COMPLETE failure of the HUMAN product! 
Then it is that Christ does a “new” thing,. entirely 
apart from the old, a “creative” work! Regeneration! 
John 2:3, R. V., “And when the wine FAILED” ! 


yar have NO wine”! Then verses 6, 7, “Fill the 


ATERpots with WATER”! Not wine bottles! 
“Water MADE wine”! 

Romans 7:18, “In my flesh, dwelleth NO-_ good 
thing.” 

John 3: 5-7, #08 the flesh is FLESH.” “Born from 
above”! 2 Corinthians 5:17, R. V., “A new creation” ! 

Third 

These VALEDICTORY words! In her “last” re- 
corded words, the “Mother of Jesus” points to HIM! 
And her words form a blessed motto for every one 
of US. 

John 2:3, 4, “Woman,” not mother! HE dismisses 
the human.relationship. Matthew 12: 46-50, “DESIR- 
ING to speak with him.” But no access, “Who: is 
my mother ?” ‘ Y 

Luke 11: 27, 28, “Blessed”? “Yea; rather, THEY”! 

John 2:5, Her last recorded words, ‘Whatsoever 
HE saith unto you, do it.” John 15:14, “Ye are my 
friends, if ye DO whatsoever I command you”! 

Fourth 

SERVANTS! What an example! Undquestioning, 
prompt, definite, simple OBEDIENCE. And observe, 
too, _ came into some knowledge that others did 
not have 

John 2: 6-8, “Fill the*waterpots.” “And they filled 
up to the brim”! “Draw out now and bear.” (What! 
at once? ) “And they bare it”! Hebrews 11:8, 
“Obeyed.” 

John 2:9, “Knew not, but the SERVANTS knew”! 

Revelation 1:1, “To shew to HIS servants things!” 

Revelation 22:6, “To shew to HIS SERVANTS 
things”! (Revelation is for servants, not “idle” 
curiosity.) 

MarsHALL, TEX. 
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The Message of the Lesson 


By W. W. Rugh 


Mr, Rugh was a warm friend and colleague of Dr. rifith 
Thomas, and is Dean and Director of the Bible oe of 
Pennsylvania, of which Dr. Thomas was a faculty member. 
Mr. Rugh's own Bible teaching is of an exceptionally rewarding 

_ character, — deeply spiritual, searching, illuminating. He has 
graciously consented to furnish this lesson article for the re- 
mainder of 1924, when a British friend of Dr. Griffith Thomas, 
W. Graham Scroggie of Edinburgh, who stands in the forefront 
of Great Britain’s scholarly Bible teachers, will write the 
leading lesson article ina more extended treatment than the 

Times has heretofore offered. 


I. The Scripture To Be Read 
EPARATION for the first sign. (John 2:1-5). 
The Greek word for “miracle” is not used in 
John’s Gospel except once (chap. 4:48), and is 
there translated “wonders.” A “sign” is a supernatural 
deed of Christ wrought for the purpose of revealing 
his character (John 20: 30, 31). 

He was prepared to do this sign by seven things: 
(1) The time—“third day’ —an expression always 
suggesting resurrection life and power, inherent in 

alone (2 Cor. 13:4). (2) The place —“Cana 
of Galilee” —to fulfil God’s Word (Isa. 9:1, 2). (3) 
The occasion—“A. marriage” —fitly suggesting the 
time when Israel will be reunited to Him _(Isa. 54 :1- 
10). (4) The need—“They haye no wine” — wine 
is symbolical of joy (Psa. 104:15), and Israel was 


Devotional Reading : Psalm 108 : 1-6. 
Primary Topic: Jesus at a Wedding. 
Lesson M Material 3 23 X-tr, 
/ paid erse ; atsoever he saith unto you, do it.—John 
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1 And the third day there was a marriage in Cana of 
Galilee; and the mother of Jesus was there: 2 and Jesus 
also was bidden, and his disciples, to the marriage. 3 And 
when the wine failed, the mother of Jesus saith unto him, 
They have no wine. 4 And Jesus saith unto her, Woman, 
what have I to do with thee? mine hour is not yet come. 
S$ His mother saith urito the servants, Whatsoever he saith 
unto you, do it. 6 Now there were six waterpots of stone 
set there after the Jews’ manner of purifying, containing 
two or three firkins apiece. 7 Jesus saith unto them, Fill 
the waterpots with water. And they filled them up to the 
brim. 8 And he saith unto them, Draw out now, and bear 
unto the ‘ruler of the feast. And they bare it. 9 And 
when the ruler of the feast tasted the water 2 now become 
wine, and knew not whence it was (but the servants that 
had drawn the water knew), the ruler of the feast calleth 
the bridegroom, 1@ and saith unto him, Every man setteth 
on first the good wine; and when men have drunk freely, 
then that which is worse: thou hast kept the good wine 
until now. 11 This beginning of his signs did Jesus in 
Cana of Galilee, and manifested his glory; and his disciples 
believed on him. 

4 Or, steward 2Or, that it had become 
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without joy, “the joy of the Lord” (Neh. 8:10; Rom. 
5:6). (5) The setting aside of his mother’s author- 
aty — “Woman, what have I to do with thee’ — Mary 


.récognized that Jesus was no longer subject to her, 


for she said, “Whatsoever he saith unto you, do it” 
(vs. 4,5). (6) His perfect knowledge of the Father’s 
purpose for him (John 17: 4-8). (7) His delight in 
and implicit obedience to the Father's will (Psa. 40: 
7, 8; John 6: 38), in every thought, word, and deed. 

Performance of the sign (vs. 6-10).’ Everything 
Jesus did and said has divine and eternal significance 
(John 5:19, 30; Eccles. 3:14). Changing water, 
which was for the purifying of the Jews, into wine 
for a wedding feast, pictures what the Lord will do 
when he opens the fountain of Isaiah 53, for purifying 
Israel’s sin and uncleanness (Zech, 13:1). The re- 
sult will be such overflowing joy for the believing 
remnant of Israel as will make them a world-wide 
blessing (Isa. 12; Psa. 32: 11; 98). 


Purpose of the sign (v. 11). The purpose of this 
first sign is twofold: first, to reveal the Deity of our 
Lord, and second, to beget faith in him, in the hearts 
of his disciples. The changing of water into wine 
was a Creative act, proving his right to the title of 
Creator (1:3). 

This, and the six other signs recorded by John, mani- 
fest his glory as the “fellow” and “equal” of God 
(Zech. 13:7; John 5: 17-19; 10: 30-38). 

‘Our Lord’s disciples did not have the New Testa- 
ment, the revelation of the person and work of Christ, 
as the fulfilment of Old Testament types, promises, 
prophecy, and Psalms; therefore they needed to be- 
hold him as a person who proved his words by his 
works (John 14:10, 11). We who have faith by the 
hearing of his Word are more blessed than they (Rom. 
10:17; John 20: 29). 


” The Graded Topics 


Intermediate and Senior: How Jesus Adds to Joy. 
ay By his presence. No heart has real and lasting 
joy if the consciousness of his presence is not known 
(Psa. 16:11; Matt. 28:10, 20; Eph. 3:17; Heb. 13: 
5,6). (2) By the knowledge of Christ’s work for us, 
past, present, and future. Through his work for us 
on Calvary we have forgiveness of sins (Eph, b aay 
Heb. 9: 36), which gives believing hearts the joy of 
salvation. By his ever-living intercession, we are kept 
in favor with God, and also restored to fellowship if 
we have grieved our Father (Heb. 7:25; 9:24; 1 
John 2:1, 2). The fact that our Lord will come for 
his Church and receive us unto himself. gives us a 
blessed hope, a joyful anticipation, of which the world 
knows nothing (John 14:3; Acts 1:11; Luke 24: 
50, 51; 1 Thess. 4: 13-18; 1 Cor. 15: 51- -58). 

2. Young Bere and Adults. Jesus Enriching Social 
Life. (1) His presence guards. The conscious mani- 
festation of the presence of Christ in any social or- 
ganization or gathering puts a restraint upon the mani- 
festation of sélfish, sinful desires, thoughts, words, 
and acts. Two fine Christian young men, from a 
Christian college, felt led to go to a large pavilion 
where several hundred young men and young women 
were dancing. Their purpose in going was to give a 
Gospel message if permitted. Permission to sing and 


to speak for Christ being readily obtained, they sang 
a Gospel message, gave their testimony of God’s sav- 
ing grace toward them, along with a clear presenta- 
tion of the way of salvation, and then they gave an 
invitation for any who would accept Christ as their 
Saviour. Seven young men stepped out from the crowd, 
witnessing then and there that they believed and ac- 
cepted Christ as Saviour. Of course the dance was 
broken up, as every dance will be when the presence 
of Christ is manifested. (2) His presence guides. 
Unless Christ, by his Spirit, has possession and con- 
trol of our heart and minds, our conversations will 
not be edifying in social gatherings. “Out of the 
abundance of the heart. the mouth speaketh” (Matt. 
12:34; Mark 7:20-23). If our thoughts are not 
guided, as well as guarded, by the presence of Christ 
in the person of his Spirit, we will say many idle 
words, and many foolish jests, for which we shall have 
to ane account in the day of judgment (Matt. 12: 
35, 3 


Ill. The Golden Text 


John 2: 5, “Whatsoever he saith unto you, do it.” 
The One speaking — Jesus Christ the Son of God. 
The one spoken to— Every one who has ears. 
The thing spoken — His written Word. 
gg thing required — Perfect obedience (John 12: 
48). 


IV. Devotional Reading 

Isaiah 54-— Prophecy concerning God’s blessing upon 
Israel in the coming age. 

a. Israel will yet blossom and bud and fill the earth 
= (vs. 1-3; cf. Isa. 27:6; 60:22; Deut. 28: 
I-14 

2. Israel will be reunited to Jehovah as her Hus- 
band (vs. 4-6; cf. Hosea 1-3). 

3. God’s wrath toward Israel is only for a moment, 
but his kindness toward them will be everlasting (vs. 
6-10; cf. Jer. 31: 31-34; Isa. 55; Psa. 80) 

4. Israel will be~established in ene (vs. 
11-16; cf. Isa. 32:13; 61:3, 7; 62: 


5. No weapon formed against Iorael shall prosper 
(v. 17). This is true for every believer, and is en- 
joyed by those who are yielded to God, and know, by 
faith, the transforming and overcoming power of 
Christ. 

PHILADELPHIA. 
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Getting Started in Class 


ND Jesus also was invited (v. 2),—not the chief 
guest, this one who made first things last and last 
things first, but an “also” guest. In the hearts of 
many Christians to- day is not Christ Jesus merely an 
“also” guest?’ Oh, yes, we want his presence, and in 
an emergency we are ready enough to call upon his 
power ; but are we willing to let him have first place 
in our lives? We want to plan and manage our lives 
until we get into a snarl, then we are willing to have 
our guest undertake for us. He wants us to have 
the best, first and always, and not to wait until our 
own efforts have failed. Is the Lord of Glory merely 
an “also” guest in your heart, or have you gladly 
given to him the chief place? 


Questions for Teacher and Class 


Hew many of Jesus’ miracles are recorded by 
definite description in each of the four Gospels? 
2. How many of Jesus’ miracles did John record? 
What key does he give as to why he chose to record 
these particular ones? What does he call them? 

3. Counting the miracles in John, what significance 
do you see in the last number and Christ’s “resurrec- 
tion” ministry in the last chapter? 

4. Were Jesus’ miracles of greater value as an im- 
mediate effect, or as a “witness” of him which his 
disciples were to bear? 

5. What days preceded the “third day” of verse 1? 
See John 1: 20, 35, 43. 

6. What did Jesus mean by “Mine hour is not yet 
come”? (Compare John 12:23; 13:1. 

7. When did the Lord Jesus address his mether again 
as “Woman”? 

8. Why six waterpots? Why not tér, or seven? 

9. What word did Christ speak in the actual working 
of. this miracle? 

10. Why was this.a real transubstantiation, and not 
a figurative one? How does this differ from “saying” 
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some bread and wine is changed into the “body and 
blood of Christ”? 

11. How is the deity of Christ seen in this miracle? 

12. What was the teaching value in this first miracle 
to those who saw it and to us who read it? 

13. Who wrote of this mirgcle—and when— “The 
modest water saw its God’ and blushed’? 

14. What evidence is here that Jesus’ ergy not his 
mother only, but his blood-brother and his half- 
brother, still held with him? When did the “break” 
with them come? 


_ 15. What does wine symbolize in Scripture beside 
joy? 

16. How are you going to answer the criticism that 
Jesus provided a beverage like wine 

17. How are you going to answer the claim that 
Jesus’ action at Cana justifies our use of wine as a 
beverage? 

18. Why do you suppose Jesus would not repeat the 
miracle of turning water into wine if he should appear 
as a guest at a wedding party to-day? 

19. As you view society functions of thé present day, 
name some of the practices which would be eliminated 
if Jesus were a guest. 

20. From what desirable or legitimate sports or 
social functions should Jesus be excluded? 


% 
The Busy Men’s Corner 


By William H. Ridgway 


“Savi the Day.”—His mother saith unto the 
servants, Whatsoever he saith unto you, do it (v. 5). 
You may remember some lessons back we were told, 
“but his mother hid these things in her heart.” Some- 
times some people laugh at “conventional things.” 
What does it matter if some folks at a wedding do 
not get a “feed”? No harm really done. The guests 
just laugh and say, “Oh, accidents will happen 
in the best regulated families.” Yes, but do you know 
of anything that will so overwhelm a hostess with 
mortification as the possibility of the wedding pro- 
visions running out? It is so in this modern day when 
hospitality is not so much the coin of the realm. Im- 
agine what the situation must have been that day in 
Cana of Galilee.in a time and place where hospitality 
was a part of religion. Mary knew her Son. That 
Son was never known to let anything “stick” that he 
was in. “You do just what he tells you.” These 
same words contain all their force in this very day. 
If you have any enterprise in view, from a wedding 
to a political conference, invite Jesus to the “party.” 
If trouble threatens, “What he saith unto you, do it.” 
Over in Europe! Jesus never refused an invitation to 
a social gathering, not even when the host was not 
particularly cordial (Luke 7: 44-46). Jesus never re- 
fuses an invitation to join a business — for its wreck- 
age or its success. He joined business/upon an occasion 
or two without any invitation (Matt 21:12). He at 
once became an active — shall I say partner or referee 
in bankruptcy —or receiver? At any rate, he put the 
temple gang out of business. The same Jesus will 
put a Church “bunch” in business; is doing it every 
day of the year. 


The Perfect Drink.—Thou hast kept. the good wine 
until now (v. 10).. Just what kind of “goo@ wince” 
this was can hardly be settled in a Sunday-school pe- 
riod. It was a perfect drink, whatever it was. 
Because Heaven has never let any creation go out of 
its hand imperfect. What, then, is the perfect drink 
to-day? The other day I was out going over my Rock 
Run parish. I ameny over to Cat Swamp for two rea- 
sons. I have some families living in the Swamp, and 
there is a wonderful spring which supplies the houses 
in the Swamp, bubbling out of the hillside through 
an old rusty pipe into a big trough. I struck for 
the spring first, and got ready for the royal wine. A 
neighbor came running out with a tumbler. “No, Mrs. 
McCullough, thanks just the same, I love better to 
take it this way in Cat Swamp,” and I buried my face 
in the crystal coolness of the hillside spring and 
drank deep and long of God’s perfect drink. And 
when the sky is reflected in the pool it seems almost 
as though you were drinking the blue wine of ‘heaven. 
Of course, you poor old city dwellers do\not know 
what we are talking about. Yours comes through 
sand filters and you draw it from a spigot. It has no 
out-of-doors in it. The germ killing chemicals make 
it potable, but spoil the “good until now” quality. Come 
to Rock Run some Sunday and we'll go to Cat Swamp 
and get the sort of a drink the wedding guests had 
after Jesus had touched it. Yes, you have the Corner’s 
idea. The wine could have been “Adam’s ale,” such 
as bursts from the hill at Rock Run. Did you ever 
drink any Palestine leather bottle water? 


The Surrounding Glory.—Jesus in Cana of Galilee, 

. . manifested his glory; and his disciples believed on 
him (v. 11). Jesus has been manifesting his glory all 
the way from Cana in Galilee to Coatesville in Penn- 
sylvania. Jesus has been turning “water” into “wine” 
right here in this old Chester Valley ever since I 
played. marbles for knucks and swam at Ole Butter- 
nut and sang “Chaw beef, the beef is tuff, if ya don’t 


whose Dads I have dragged out of the gutter and . 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 
Lesson Calendar 


The compiete list of International Uniform Lessons tor 


the year may be had from The Sunday School Times 
Company, 1031 Walnut Street, Philadelphia, at 10 cents 
a copy, or $1 a dozen. 


1. July 6—The Birth of Jesus ........+....0..+eLuke 2: 7-20 


2. July 13—The Boyhood of Jesus ............ Luke 2 : 40-52 
3. July 20.—The Baptism of Jesus ............ Mark 1 : 1-11 
4 July 27.—The Temptation of Jesus ...... Matthew 4: 1-11 
5. August 3.—The First Disciples of Jesus ....John 1 : 35-51 
6. August 10.—The First Miracle of Jesus ...... John 2: 1-11 
7. August 17.—Jesus Cleanses the Temple. (May. be 


used with Temperancé Applications) ..... John 2: 13-22 
8. August 24.—Jesus Talks with Nicodemus ...John 3: 1-17 
9. August 31.—Jesus Talks with a Samaritan Woman 
John 4 : 4-42 
to. September 7.—Jesus Heals a Nobleman’s Son 
John 4 : 46-54 
11. September 14.—Jesus Driven from Nazareth Luke 4 : 16-30 
12. September 21.—Jesus Makes a Missionary Tour 
Mark 1 : 35-45 
13. September 28.—Review: Opening Period of Christ’s 
Ministry. 








come out ya won’t git enuf.” But only a very few 
in that day were able to distinguish his glory. How 
many are able to distinguish it this day and in Your- 
town? One of our interesting studies here in Coates- 
ville is to run over the families of redeemed men and 
see the glory of Jesus shining out in beautiful little 
homes on the hillsides with roses climbing over the 
porches. Out of these homes have come the children 
who have climbed to the best jobs in mill and market- 
place, and the high position in the community, Every 
day I see fine young men and beautiful young women 


carried home. There are lots of contemporary Coates- 
villians who would be surprised if we “old folks” 
should tell them that Soandso used to belong to the 
“Dirty Dozen.” Jesus came to the “Dozen,” and they 
were born again. Prosperity moved in as sin moved 
out. No one can travel about with this same Jesus 
and see him in this day and generation working mir- 
acles without believing on him, an believing serve 
him day and night and count it the joy of living. 
CoaTESVILLE, Pa. 


An Inexpensive Library on 
the Life of Christ 


or books or booklets are specially recommended 
J as an adequate and well balanced, yet inexpensive, 
little library for teachers on the nine months’ lessons 
on the life of Christ, which began on July 6th. 

The books may be purchased from The Sunday 
School Times Company, Philadelphia, separately at 
bm — ore or at a — ag of $3, postpaid, 
or the set of six (including the cloth edition of 
“What is the Gospel?”). © 


The Life of Jesus Christ. By James Stalker. A thor- 
oughly reliable volume on the Life of Christ, giving an or- 
derly historical account, with practical and devotional ap- 
plications. 90 cents. 

Historical Charts of the Life and Ministry of Christ. 
With an outline Harmony of the Gospels. By George E. 
Croscup. The distinctive feature of this work is found in 
the two sheets of folding colored charts bound in at the 
back of the book. $1.25. 

Chart of Christ’s Journeyings. By C. E. Arnold, A.M. 
Four clear outline journey maps, showing the various 
periods of Jesus’ ministry, with the events, and the loca- 
tion of the Scripture passages in parallel columns. Pocket 
size. 25 cents. 

Outline Harmony of the Gospels. By Professor Matthew 
Brown Riddle. Shows the events of the Gospel story, 
places, and dates, and location in each Gospel, in parallel 
columns. 15 cents. P 

How to Study the Four Gospels. The last published 
work of the greatly beloved Dr. W. H. Griffith Thomas, 
giving suggestions for study, analyses of each Gospel, and 
other helpful material. 25 cents. 

What is the Gospel? By Charles Gallaudet Trumbull. 
Straightforward talks on the heart of the Gospels. It gives 
God’s Word on Why Men are Lost, How Men are Saved, 
What is Salvation, The Blessed Hope, The Victorious Life. 
Cloth, 75 cents; paper, so cents. 


Prophecy in This Lesson 
By Lewis Sperry Caafer 


-F WAS “when the fulness of the time was come” 
that God sent forth his Son into the world (Gal. 
4:4), and every detail in the ministry of Christ was 
in the divine expectation whether it was recorded in 
prophecy or not. The phrase, “mine hour is not yet 
come” (John 2:4), discloses the fact that the Son of 
God was moving forward according to the divine pur- 
pose in all that he said and did. : 

There is evidently a symbolism in the incident re- 
corded in this lesson, pointing to the fulfilment of 
prophecy concerning the future restoration of Israel 
as the wife of Jehovah. It was “the third day,” which 
speaks of the resurrection of the nation (Hos. 6: 2); 
“Galilee,” meaning Israel’s blessing; “Cana,” meaning 
“a purchase,” which is by the precious blood; and “the 
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mother of Jesus” well typifies the nation of whom, 
after the flesh, Jesus came (Rom. 9:5). The “wine” 

joy for that nation has failed, and they stand 
as empty water-pots of stone. There must come, first, 
the purifying by water through their tribulation and 
unsurpassed sorrow; but this will be turned to wine 
and to the “best wine.” In the prophetic aspect of this 
incident, it was most evident that his “hour” of bless- 
ing for Israel had not yet come. 

eturning to the incident itself, it should be noted 
that to address his mother as “woman” was not only 
the custom of the time, but he so addressed her in the 
moment of his most tender provision for her tem- 
poral need, when he was hanging on the cross (John 
19: 26), and thus the angel addressed Mary at the 
empty tomb. | 
P Aside from its possible prophetic meaning, the phrase, 
what have I to do with thee?” which seems to dis- 
regard all human relationship, should be considered 
in the light of the implicit obedience of Christ to his 
Father. Into the Father’s will-no human advice or 
dictation could be suffered to intrude. 

Dattas, TEx. 


This Week’s Teaching Principle 


By Charles Calvert Ellis, B.D., Ph.D. 


Vice-President and Professor of Education at Juniata College. 





THE PRINCIPLE OF PREPARATION.—Bring the 
pupils into a frame of mind favorable to the 
lesson to be presented. 








HERE are several matters related to the lesson 

before us which may either be permitted to drift 
into the lesson incidentally or to be dealt with in a 
stage of preparation that will tend to make ready the 
mind of the pupil for the lesson as it is presented. 
This preparatory stage would most logically be pre- 
sented in the assignment before the lesson is studied 
by the class, but it can be made a preliminary in the 


regular lesson hour if the other plan is not followed. . 


To those who have a misconception of the charac- 
ter of Jesus as he mingled with men it will be help- 
ful to indicate, on the basis of the record of Scrip- 
ture, that he was not an ascetic or a recluse, but one 


‘who mingled with men and entered sympathetically 


not only. into their sorrows, but into their wholesome 
joys as well. Again, lest there seem to be a 


. Shade of disrespect in the term which he employed . 
in. addressing his mother, it may be well to recall his ° 


obedient return .to Nazareth to be subject to his 


earthly parental guardians, and also that in the 


hour of his agony, in commending his mother to 
com he used exactly the same term that is employed 
ere. 

In respect to the miracle itself, it is well to re- 
member that, while miracles attest the divine char- 
acter of the Master, it is also true that if we con- 
cede his deity, as we have every reason to do on the 
basis of the testimony, which is itself divine, then 
there is no reason to marvel that he should be able 
to perform the miracles that are credited to him. 
Another’ matter to be noted is that the wine used at 
such feasts may or may not have been unfermented, 
but this new fresh wine created by the Lord was, 
as everything he made in the beginning, very good. 

HuntTinopon, Pa, 


. w 
The Illustration Round-Table 


LL readers are invited to send illustrations for this 
department; one dollar is paid for each illustration 
accepted, and two dollars for. the best one each week. 
But readers are urged not to send anything without first 
securing and reading carefully_a leaflet cxpipining the 
conditions of this department. The full list of lessons ‘for 
the year, with this leaflet, will be sent for ten cents in 
stamps. Failure to note the conditions means that good 
illustrations are constantly having to be rejected by the 
editors, which might otherwise be available. ; 
Illustrations must reach The Sunday School Times three 
full months in advance of the date of the lesson. 


Preference will be given to illustrations on that portion 
of the lesson text indicated in the lesson list after the 
word “Print.” 

Ilustrations on other verses than the Golden Text are 
specially desired, though some on the Golden Text are also 
needed. 


For thé lesson of December 21 illustrations are de- 
sired on the optional Christmas lesson, not on Zac- 
cheus. 





Our Lord is Interested.— The mother of Jesus saith 
unto him, They have no wine ... Jesus saith unto 
them, Fill the waterpots with water ... Draw out now 
(vs..3, 7, 8). A certain five-year-old boy heard a 
story one Sunday about the Good Samaritan. The 
story pleased him very much, and that night when he 
said his prayers he added: “And, O Lord, we had the 
story of the Good Samaritan to-day in Sunday-school, 
the one you told ,your disciples.” Then he smiled up 
at his mother and said, “I just thought he’d be in- 
terested.” Yes, he is interested in the smallest details 
of our lives, our ways and works, our joys and sor- 
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Lescen for August 10 
John 2: 1-31 . 


rows. The little boy had grasped a great 
truth—From Picture Story P : 
by H. D, Kennedy, Elk Rapids, Mich. 


None Other Name.—His mother saith 
unto the servants, Whatsoever he saith 
unto you, do it (v. 5). Mary recognized 
that the Lord could deal direct with the 
servants without doing it through her. A 
poor. Romanist was contending with a 
missionary in favor of Virgin interces- 
sion. The missionary replied by asking, 
“When you are sick, whom do you send 
for?” “Why; a doctor, of course.” “Why 
don’t you send for the doctor’s mother ?” 
—From the Armour of Light. Sent by 


-M. Taylor, Winnipeg, Can. 


The Transforming Presence. — The 
water now become wine (v. 9). A girl 
used to collect for charities in Ayrshire. 
One of the cottages she called at was 
that of a poor, pious woman, who, 
poor as she was, would have been 
mightily insulted if the collector had 
passed her door. One day, when the 
collector called, Betty was sitting at 
her tea. As she rose to get her 
mite she threw her apron across the 
table. The girl in curiosity, lifted the 
apron to see what it concealed, and found 
the hidden cup filled with water. “Why, 
Betty,” she cried, “it isn’t tea; it is only 
water!” “Ay, my dear,” said Betty, “it’s 
just water, but Jesus makes it taste like 
wine.”—From Experience. Sent by the 
a W. Haslam, Blackburn, Lancashire, 

ng. 


Sight or Faith ?—His disciples believed 
on him (v. 11). Two children were play- 
ing on a hillside, when they noticed that 
the hour was nearing sunset, and one said 
wonderingly, “See how far the sun has 
gone! A little while ago it was right 
over that tree, and now it is low down 
in the sky.” “Only it isn’t the sun that 
moves, it’s the earth. You know, father 
told: us,” answered ‘the other. The first 
oné*shook his head. The sun did move, 
for he had seen it; and the earth did not 
move, for he had been standing on it all 
the time. “I beli¢ve what I see,” he said 
triumphantly.” “And I: believe father,” 
said his brother. ‘So mankind divides still 
some accepting only what their senses 
reveal to them, and others believing ‘the 
Word of God.—From. the Christian. Sent 
by the’ Rev. J. A. Clark, Elland, Yorks, 

ng. 


_ Your Work.—Whatsoever he_ saith 
unto you, do it (Golden Text). One of 
Spurgeon’s congregation went into his 
vestry after service, and asked to be al- 
lowed to join in Christian work. “What 
are you?” said Spurgeom. “I am an 
engine-driver.” “Is the stoker converted?” 
“No.” “My dear fellow, that is your 
piece of work!” His main opportunity 
was on the engine platform where he 
earned his daily bread.—From the Chris- 
tian Herald. Sent by Amy C. Clippinger, 
Chambersburg, Pa. 


The Commander’s Reply.—W hatsoever 
he saith unto you, do it (Golden Text). 
The Independent relates regarding Kitch- 
ener, that once during the South African 
campaign a subordinate officer reported to 
him a failure to obey orders, and pro- 
ceeded to give the reasons for his fail- 
ure. “K. of K.” heard him through and 
said: “Your reasons for not doing it are 
the best I ever heard. Now go and do it.” 
—From The Sunday School Times. Sent 
by W. R. Ciark, Redruth, Eng. Prize 
illustration. 


From the Platform 
By Philip E. Howard 


_A Prayer Before the Lesson.—Lord Jesus, 
thou hast not ceased to exercise thy power 
in manifesting thy glory, and thy loving in- 
terest in the occupations of our daily life. 
Thou art not a remote and cold over-lord, but 
a loving and ever-present and sympathizing 
friend. We thank thee for this, and we thank 
thee with all our hearts that thy mighty 
power is still at work, and that in fellow- 
ship with thee we may have access to that 
power, through faith and through prayer. 
We would learn of thee in the common ways 
of life. Teach us, we pray thee, the con- 
Siderate recognition of the life within the 
family and within the community. May we 
do whatever we can, in fellowship with thee, 
to” share in the activities of our friends, 
while remembering that thou art our Mas- 


aper. Sent. 
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ter, and the Lord of our lives. We ask this 
in thy dear name. Amen. 


After the Lesson.—How often we see | 


the Lord Jesus mingling with folks just 
where they are in ordinary ways. “He 


went about doing good.” You never think} 


of him as waiting somewhere for persons 
to come into his impressive presence, and 
ask questions of him, but you picture him 
as out and about among others, — some- 
times. talking with just one person, or 
again with a few, or again by the shore 
of the sea, or on the hillside, speaking to 
large numbers. Here in this lesson. he 
is ata wedding. Again, you will find him 
at a feast, or a simple meal, or talking 
with some fishermen about their fishing. 
What a wonderful Lord we have! We need 
no more signs of his power to convince us 
of that. What we do need is obedience 
to him, and as the Golden Text puts 
it, — “Whatsoever he saith unto you, do 
it.” Are we like him in ways that make 
us a blessing to folks all around us? Are 
we like him in our touch with other folks? 
Let us think about that. What is more, 
let us pray about it, that we may not be 
missing some blessed opportunity of min- 
istry to others in his name. Let us pray. 





WHEN jESUS SPEAKS 
DO IT 
WHY NOT? 











we 
Lesson Hymas and Psalms 


“Trust and obey.” 

“Open my eyes, that I may see.” 

“In the service of the King.” 

“Blessed assurance.” 

“My Jesus, as thou wilt.” 

“Blest be the tie that binds.” 

“Take .my, life, and let it. be.” Lee 
“Thou. Lord of life, our saving Health.” 


(Titles. listed below, and numbers in par- 


entheses, refer to the headings and numbers. 
of Songs in the metrical psalm book set to. 


music, including also some other parts of 
Scripture, “‘Bible Songs No. 4,” published by 
the United .Presbyterian Board of Publica. 
tion, Pittshureh.) 
“Wholehearted, Praise” (223 : 1-3). 

Psalm rit : 1-10. 
“Sing, O Earth” (194: 1-3). Psalm 98 : 1-4. 
“Every Day Will I Bless Thee”. (293 : 1-4). 

Psalm 145 : 1-12, 15-18. 

“Thy Matchless Worth” (220: 1-3). 

Psalm 108 : 1-5. 





For Teachers of Children 
By Mrs. Mary Foster Bryner 


ESSON TEacuinc.—We should watch 
for chances to help others. 

Introduction.—How many have been to 
a wedding? Which part did you like 
best? Some enjoy the pretty clothes and 
decorations; children enjoy the refresh- 
ments.. Would you feel sorry if they gave 
out before you were served? Something 
like that happened long ago, when Jesus 
attended a wedding. To-day’s story tells 
how he helped to supply the guests. 

Story Items—Jesus and his first _dis- 
ga had returned to their homes in Gali- 
ee. 


“Peter and Andrew, James and John, 

Fishermen of Capernaum; 

Two pairs of brothers who lived by the 
sea, 

Jesus said unto them, Follow me.” 


One day the family and friends of 
Jesus received invitations to a wedding 
in the village of Cana, not far from 
Nazareth, where Jesus had grown up, and 
not’very far from Capernaum,; where the 
fishermen disciples lived. | 

Jesus, his mother, and disciples attended 
the wedding. The Bible does not tell 
who were the bridegroom and bride, nor 
how she was dressed. It does tell that 
Mary, the mother of Jesus, became anx- 
ious because she noticed that the re- 
freshments had given out. For years she 
had kept many things in her heart about 
what her son Jesus would do in the world. 
She felt sure that he would help. She 
found him and said, They have no wine; 
then she said to the servants, Whatsoever 
he saith unto you, do it, 

Near by stood six stone water-pots or 
jars; each would hold several gallons. 
Jesus said to the servants, Fill those jars 
with water, so they filled them to the 
brim. Then Jesus said, Draw out and 
carry some to the ruler or steward of the 
feast. He was so astonished when he 
tasted..such good wine that he called the 
bridegroom and said, How is this? Peo- 


ple usually serve the best at the first, 


and afterwards that which is poorer, but 
you have kept the best until now. - 
The bridegroom could not explain what 
had happened, but the servants, the dis- 
ciples, and Mary knew that Jesus had sup- 
plied the need. The disciples never for- 
got this first sign or miracle which Jesus 
did in Cana of Galilee. John the fisher- 
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man wrote the story, so that it has been 
kept in the Bible. 

Some of us remember another time 
when many people had listened to. Jesus 
all day. Evening came, and it was time 
to.go home. Jesus knew that they were 
hungry, so he blessed and broke the five 
little loaves and two dried fishes and mul- 
tiplied them to feed the multitude. A 
boy helped him that day. 

We do not understand how he did these 
things, any more than we understand how 
God multiplies the seeds which we plant 
in the ground, but we do know that “His 
hands were always helping, and his eyes 
were always kind, watching for chances 
to do good. ' 

We too may be watchful to live our 
motto: 


“Do all the good-you can, 
To all the people you can, 
In all the ways you can, 
And all the places you can, 
And just as long as you can.” 


Peorta, ILt, 
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Your Class of Girls 
By Mrs. S. H. Askew 





How the Lesson is Taught This Week 


1. Jesus “at home.” 


2. This “beginning of his signs’ — of 
what? : 











S¢TQUT you should see her in her own 

home! She’s a queen!” said a 
gentleman of .a certain remarkably | suc- 
cessful young business woman, who was 
also most helpfully active in church af- 
fairs. “You mean she rules there — has 
her own way always?” he was ques- 
tioned. “Oh, no! Though she does. rule 
through the devotion of her half-sisters 
and brothers, to whom she is both mother 
and, father, as you know. But I mean she 
is so gracious and charming —so alto- 
gether the lovely lady, the delightful 
hostess, it is just a pleasure to see her 
in the atmosphere of home, where you 
feel she just belongs, perfectly.” 

Can you help your little American 
girls, who are tempted to feel that “plenty 
of pep” and “a fine line” are the two 
supreme desirables in girls; to see that 
genuine loveliness, especially in the home, 
is. the “acid test” of character that 
would be like unto. Christ’s? Can you 
make them feel—though no argument 
will prove it —his loveliness in this home 
scene —his loving thoughtfulness toward 
his host, the guests, his immediate re- 
sponse to his mother’s trusting appeal? 
Note the margin for John 2:4, in Wey- 
mouth’s Testament. His translation for 
that reply of Jesus’ is, “Leave the mat- 
ter in my hands” . . . and he says of 
these words, “The language is by no 
means that of fault-finding or rebuke.” 
His actions with his words certainly prove 
that. Can you help your girls to see 
that? And to remember that both what 
they do and how they do it, in their own 
homes and the homes of their friends are 
indeed “signs” of themselves — their real 
selves about which their Saviour cares? 


2. Then discuss with them what John 
means by calling this a “sign” of Jesus’. 
Ask them to find, right then and there, 
the other “signs” of which John writes 
and to find, in each case, what were so 
called and’ why. Moffatt’s translation 
makes very clear what this first miracle 
was a sign of, and why Jesus chose to 
make this use of his power. “Jesus per- 
formed this, the first of his Signs, at 
Cana in Galilee, thereby displaying his 
glory; and his disciples believed in him” 
(John 2:11). 

Some keen thinker in your group will 
say, “He did this then, after all, for his 
own sake—that he might display his 
glory, — not for others’ happiness.” Ask 
her what the “glory” of God and his 
Son really is. Is it not what Jesus is, 
what he felt and thought, his actual self 
or character —as we express this — that 
makes his highest gloryy Then surely 
he who came to save us, to give us of 
himself that we may be like him, must 
want to express that “glory” to others — 
to those new disciples first of all. But 
his loveliness consists in his “displaying” 
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this “glory” for the comfort and joy 
of others, in a home emergency. 
Home Study 


Learn the list of Jesus’ “signs” in 
John. 


Decdtur, Ga. 
ye 


Say, Fellows— 
Wade C. Smith’s Boys’ Class 





How the Lesson is Taught This Week 


Beginnifg: Christ in football and 
tennis. 

Discussion: Consider the reasonable- 
ness of including Christ as a companion 
in our sports, our social life, our school 
work, our business.- Just what difference 
do you think it “would make in. each 
case? In the way we played, or worked, | 
or studied? What would be the results |. 
in each case? What satisfaction gained? 
Or success? | 

Objective: Christ enhances the value §j 
and enjoyment of every legitimate in- | 
terest. 














| 
SAY fellows, I heard Dr. Chapman 
tell this story of a Harvard star foot- 
ball player, whose team had snatched vic- 
tory in the last two minutes out of al- 
most certain defeat. This player, in a 
highly spectacular and almost miraculous 
play, had made the touchdown which 
won the game. When he was pressed 
for his own explanation, he made this 
frank statement: “Well, I saw the game 
was lost, and there, while we were at 
grips within five yards ef the enemy’s 
ae line with every evidence of being 
nally outplayed, I prayed with all the. 
earnestness of my soul, “Jesus Christ, 
my Master, give me a chance to win, 
yet!’ The rest of it you know. Only 
the Lord himself could have pulled that 
game out of the hole.” | 4 
young friend of mine, with whom 
I am on confidential terms, sprung 2 big 
surprise in his local athletic circle by 
winning an important match of tennis, 
in which he faced a player of, far su- 
perior training and skill. I said, “Tell 
me, how did you. do that?” His eye | 








Little Jetts Teach the Lesson }| | 
By Wade C. Smith l 


Author of “The Little setts Telling Bible Stories” 
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twinkled as he modestly answered: “I 
am afraid I took an unfair advantage; 
I prayed as hard as I played.” 

Fellows, there is no question but that 
Jesus Christ is 1eady and willing to go 
into our sports with us—and into all 
our social activities. Indeed, he wanls 
to go with us into them. He not only 
attended the wedding party at Cana, but 
he saved it from embarrassment and 
brought it to a happy climax. He put 
his miraculous power into it. If there 
is-one thing I am certain of, it is that 
our Lord wants us to have a good time 
in this life, and if we will let Him into 
all our activities he will. see to it that 
we have a great time, even putting his 
Divine power into them to that end. 

And this raises a very interesting ques- 
tion. You fellows wanted to ask it back 
there when the football and tennis in- 
cidents were told. “What if two fel- 
lows playing against each other should 
both pray?” Well, that looks like a 
corker, doesn’t it? Yet, there is an an- 
swer —and an answer which brings out 
in even greater strength and beauty the 

wer of Christ. Get it, fellows, and 
it will mean a treasure house of joy to 
you. Assuming that two fellows of equal 
Christian faith and ruggedness, and equal 
fervency and persistency in prayer, pit- 





ted against each other in a game, should 
pray equally for victory —a circumstance 
which would be very rare, but grant it 
— what would be the outcome? Why, it 
would be victory for both. 

In the first place, making the highest 
score is not necessarily the biggest out- 
come of any game. The playing of the 
game is the fun of it and the good of it. 


“When the Great Scorer comes 
To write against your name, 

He writes not that you won or lost — 
But how you played the game.” 


Now you've got the point, fellows. 
Jesus Christ, at your solicitation, enter- 
ing into life’s endeavors with you, may 
give you the score you ask for, the so- 
cial triumph you plead for, just the kind 
of success you have pictured in your mind 
would be the best. But listen: in the 
urge of our ambitions we are not always 
wise. It may be there is a bigger, richer 
victory to. be gained in defeat — the de- 
feat that comes after you have done your 
level best. It is a greater test of char- 
acter, perhaps. Can you come through? 

And the victory won through Christ 
is sweetest. It was the wine which he 
furnished to the feast at Cana that proved 
to be the best of all. 


Greenssoro, N. c. 
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The Whole Bible Lesson Course 


Issued by the Christian Fundamentals Association 
The Davidic Covenant. 2 Samuel 7 to 16 


Golden Text.—And thy house and thy kingdom shall be made sure for ever 
before thee: thy throne shall be established for ever.—2 Sam. 7: 16 

















Lesson Calendar 


The complete list of ‘‘ Whole Bible Les- 
sons’’ on the Old Testament, running from 
October 7, 1923 to March 29, 1925, and giv- 
ing lesson titles and Scripture references 
only, may be had trom The Sunday School 
Times Co., 1031 Walnut Street, Philadel- 
phia, at 3 cents a copy, or $2 a hun 
Seventh Period—Saul to Solomon 
46. Aug. 17.—David’s Sin and Repentance 
2 Sam. 11, 12 
. Aug. 24.—Absalom’s Rebellion .2 Sam. 15-19 
Aug. 31.—David’s Sin in Numbering 
eee RR rT Tey TLCS, 2 Sam. 2% 
49. Sept. 7—Solomon Made King ..1 Kings 1-3 
so. Sept. 14.—Building of the Temple. 
1 Kings 5-8 
st. Sept. 21.—The Apostasy of Solomon 
1 Kings 9-11 


. 


How to Master This Lesson 


By Frank W. Lange 


Teacher of Church and Bible History in the 
Philadelphia School of the Bible 


tntroduction 


HE record in 2 Samuel, “the second 
book of the kingdom” (Septuagint), 
markedly contrasts with that in 1 Sam- 
uel which records the genesis of “the 
kingdom” and is a narrative of increasing 
confusion, distress, and subjection to sur- 
rounding nations. This records the es- 
tablishing of “the kingdom” (2 Sam. 5: 
12; 7:16; comp. 1 Sam. 13: 133.24: 20): 
Part One (chaps. 1:1 to 9:13), Title, 
“The kingdom” -established-in Israel, Sub- 
ject, Jehovah’s king receives his king- 
dom; conditions gradually improve, then 
the “Davidic Covenant,” then “the king- 
dom’s” rule is extended over surround- 
ing nations. Part Two (chaps. 10:1 to 
24:25), Title, Jehovah’s king.tested and 
overcoming, Subject, David and Jehovah; 
personal failure with far-reaching re- 
sults, then repentance and _ restoration, 
then it is seen that only when he reigns 
of whom David is the type can “the king- 
dom” be established indeed (2 Sam. 23: 
3, 4; Isa. 11: 1-5). 
Historical Setting 
On the basis of the Davidic Covenant, 
David subdues those nations which oc- 
cupy the land given Abraham by a cove- 
nant of blood (Gen. 15: 18-21). Thus 
the lesson has its roots in the past (7: 
23, 24) and its branches in the future (7: 
10; comp. Psa. 80:8-11; Jer. 24:5-7: 
Amos 9: 11, 12; Isa. 27:6, 12, 13; If: I- 
16). For about sixty years, to the end 





of Solomon’s reign, Israel was a large 
and magnificent empire. “It appears, 
from records recently deciphered, that 
Assyria and Egypt were in a state of 
feebleness at this very time.” 


Geography ‘ 


Philistia being subdued (8:1), David’s 
domain touched Egypt; other conquests 
extended it (8: 3-10; 10: 16- 19). to As- 
syria’s borders. The subjection of Edom, 
Moab, and Ammon (8: 2, 12-14), all east 
of the Jordan valley, brought the land 
from the Red Sea to that of the trans- 
Jordanic tribes under rule. There re- 
mained but the narrow Phoenician coast, 
where David’s friend Hiram ruled (5: 
II, 12), to complete a territory, four 
hundred miles long by from seventy to 
a-hundred broad, or about the area of 
Maine. Study the maps in your Bible. 


How to Study this Lesson 


The lesson key (7:16) specifies a Da- 
vidic “house,” “kingdom,” and “throne,” 
that is family, field of rule, and kingly 
authority (see Scofield Reference Bible), 
to be “established forever.” David, be- 
ing in peaceful possession of his throne 
(7:1), the covenant gives something 
more, and this the narrative (chaps. 8:1 
to 9:14) typifies. 

First, the divine side — God’s promise, 
in view of human frailty, must be, and is, 


.| unconditional to be of worth (comp. 23: 


5; Isa. 55:3-5; Psa. 89:27-20, 35-37; 
Jer. 33: 15-26; Acts 13: 33-37; Luke 1: 
32, 33). Second, the human side —ex- 
tending and maintaining “the kingdom” 
over the nations, which, being human, is 
partial and temporary until the “man of 
high degree” (1 Chron. 17:17; Zech. 13: 
7; 1 Cor. 15:47) shall come. 

“The kingdom” (see Introduction) is 
established (7: 4-17): this, the covenant 
does (7:28, 29). “A man’s heart may 
be right with God, and his thoughts 
wrong” (comp. 7: 2, 3 with 7). Jehovah’s 
word (7:5-7) is not to one who is cold 
and indifferent, such do not offer to. build 
the Lord’s house. What David may not 
do for God, God does for him (7:11). 
As Solomon (7:12-15; 1 Kings 5:5) 
typifies Messiah, so Israel then stands for 
the Israel of the “kingdom age” (7: 10, 


II). 

David’s humbledaith (7: 18-29): “Da- 
vid, from a would-be worker, is brought 
to sit before God in rest and adoration” 
(7:18). “Is this the manner of man?” 
(7:19; comp. Isa. 55:8, 9; Jer. 29: 11; 
Rom. 5: 5-8; John 14:27). Four expres- 
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sions indicate David’s humility and five 
things are prayed for. What desire is 
back of his prayer? (7:21, 26.) 

“The kingdom” is extended (8: 1-14) : 
Philistine self-government is taken away 
(v. 1; comp. 1 Chron. 18:1); “Metheg- 
ammah” means “the bridle of the metrop- 
olis”; Gath was the mother-city of the 
Philistine league (comp. 21: 15-22; 1 
Chron. 20:4-8), in_ taking it David 
“bridled” the league. Two-thirds of Moab 
are put to death (8:2; Deut. 23: 3-6); 
Jewish tradition says that they had mur- 
dered David’s parents (see 1 Sam. 22: 
4). “Syrians” should be “Edomites” (8: 
13, 14; comp. 1 Chron. 18:12, 13; Gen. 
25:23; 27:40; 1 Kings 11: 14-22). The 
king is “preserved” (8:14; comp. 21:17). 

The character of “the kingdom”. (chaps. 
8:15 to 9:13): First; as always, “judg- 
ment and justice” and order (8: 15-18) ; 
just such will be the rule of the Messiah 
(comp. Jer. 23: 5,6; Psa. 72: 1-4, 7, 12- 
14). - Second, grace brings salvation (9: 
1-13); Mephibosheth is a type. “The 
house of Saul” (9:1; comp. 1-Tim. 1: 
13). “The kindness of God” (9: 3; comp. 
Titus 3:3-7). The grace of the king 
(9:7, 10, 11, 13; comp. S. of S. 2:4; 
Luke 15:22, 23). A _ sinner’s estimate 
of himself in view of the king’s grace 
(9:8; comp. Matt. 15:27). 

Chapter 10 enlarges upon one of the 
facts of Chapter 8; but, as the occasion 
of David’s sin, it belongs to the next les- 
son. 


Other Scripture 


1 Chronicles chapters 17:1 to 20:8 
gives events in chronological sequence, 
leaving out all not belonging to the pur- 
pose of the book; note important varia- 
tions in the Davidic covenant and Da- 
vid’s prayer. Psalms 24 to 30 are thought 
to belong to this period. The title of 
Psalm 60 connects it with 2 Samuel 8: 
13, 14, which connects with 2 Samuel 
10: 16-19; it would seem that Edom,.tak- 
ing advantage of Israel’s army being en- 
gaged in the north, attempted to invade 
Judah. Psalms 2, 24, 45, and 110 may be 
Studied together, as to fulfilment of that 
of which David’s conquests are the type. 


Reference Literature 


“Christ in the Bible,” by A. B. Simp- 
son, D.D. (Christian Alliance Publishing 
Co, New York City, $1.25). “Christian 
Workers’ Commentary,” by James M. 
Gray, D.D. (The Sunday School Times 
Co., $3). “The Annotated Bible,” by 
A. C. Gaebelein (Publication Office of 
“Our Hope,” New York, $2). 

PHILADELPHIA. 


For Teachers of Children 
By Kate Tarlton 


TUDY very carefully the Davidic 

covenant in chapter 7. See Scofield 
Reference Bible. David wanted to build 
a house for the Lord (v. 2). The Lord 
told him he should not build a house (1 
Chron. 22:8), but his son. “He shall 
build an house for my name; and I will 
establish the throne of his kingdom over 
Israel for ever.” The son is not merely 
Solomon, but the Lord Jesus Christ. No- 
tice in David’s worship and prayer, in 2 
Samuel 7: 18-29, his faith, humility, and 
praise. - 

After. many years of. war, David sub- 
dued his enemies, “and David reigned 
over all Israel; and David executed judg- 
ment and justice unto all his people.” 

We will turn back a few years and 
talk over the time when David was a 
shepherd lad, and Jonathan the son of 
King Saul was a soldier (1 Sam. 18: 1- 
4). These two young men were dear 
friends and loved each other very much. 
In 1 Samuel 20, when Saul was seeking 
David to kill him, Jonathan asked Da- 
vid to promise to show kindness to his 
children, even after he was dead. David 
promised, and they sealed their love with 
a covenant. Read to the class 1 Sam- 
uel 20:14, 17, 42. 

During the war with the Philistines, 
the noble Jonathan was killed. And the 
same day two of his brothers and his 
father, King Saul, died on the battle- 
field. Jonathan had a little son just 
five years of age, named Mephibosheth. 
The day the news was sent to his fam- 
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» Lesson for August 10 


John 2: 1-11 


ily that he had been killed, the child’s 
nurse took him in her arms and ran 
away, for she was afraid the Philistines 
might kill. him. As she was hurrying 
along she dropped the boy and he was so 
seriously injured that he was crippled in 
his feet all the rest of his life (Read 2 
Sam. 4:4). Mephibosheth lived away 
out in the country. In those days. some 
of the kings killed all the children of 
the family of the former king for fear 
they might claim the throne, so Mephibo- 
sheth was afraid of King David. 

After many terrible wars, David ruled 
in peace over all Israel. He was a great, 


kind-hearted king. One day as he was} hi 


thinking over the past, there came the 
memory of his beloved friend Jonathan, 


. the friend of his youth. He remembered 


the promise he had made to him. He 
called in the men of_his court and asked 
of Saul’s family yet lived. Re- 
late the conversation of David and Ziba. 
When David learned of Jonathan’s son 
he sent for him. Mephibosheth came into 
the presence of David with fear, and 
bowed before him. Very quickly he saw 


that David was not going to harm him, | h 


but” sent for him to show kindness 
unto him. and care for him “for. Jona- 
than’s sake.” 
_ Mephibosheth had all that had belonged 
to Saul giyen back to him, servants to 
wait on him, and David gave him the 
place of a son at his own table. 

The tender love and mercy of David is 
a beautiful picture of God’s love for 


the sinner. 1. Mephibosheth was an en- 
emy, and so is the sinner. 2. He was 
helpless, as is the sinner. 3. He had no 


claim on David, nor has the sinner any 
claim on God’s grace. And yet David 
‘loved him “for Jonathan’s sake.” 

God loves the sinner, seeks him, saves 
him, makes him a son, and gives him a 
seat at the king’s table “for Jesus’ sake.” 

Memory Verses 

Beginners: 2 Samuel 9:7 (first line). 

Primary: 2 Samuel 9:7 (first half of 
verse ).. 

Junior: 2 Samuel 0:7. 

Fort Worth, TEx. 








The Victorious Life | 


Calendar of Conferences . 


Many have expressed a desire to be kept 
informed of, and to pray for, meetings ad- 
dressed by members or speakers of the Vic- 
torious Life Testimony. 








Knowlton, Quebec, Can., August 4-11.— 
Knowlton. Victorious Life Conference. Ad- 
dress Victorious Life Testimony, 8 Stafford 
Building, 1114 Chestnut Street, Philadelphia. 

illoughby, Ohio, August 11-17.—Erieside 
Victorious Life Conference. Board and room, 
for conference period, $12.50 to $15 a person. 
Reservations cannot be made unless applica- 
tion is accompanied by registration fee, $2.50 
a person. Address the Rev. H. Mackenzie, 
Erieside Conference Hotel, R. F. D. No. 3, 
Willoughby, Ohio. 

Keswick, N, J., August 23 to September 1.— 
Labor Day Victorious Life Conference. Board 
and room for the conference period, $16 a 
person for three Or more in a room, $19 a 
person for two in a room. Rooms cannot 
be reserved for one person.- Registration fee, 
$3. Address Victorious Life Testimony, 80 
Stafford Building, 1114 Chestnut Street, Phil- 
adelphia. 


Canadian Keswick 


Lake Joseph, Muskoka, Canada, August 3-31. 
—The first Canadian Keswick, under the direc- 
tion of Rowland V. Bingham, Chairman, 
W. H. Adamson, -Secretary-Treasurer, and 
Albert Hughes, L. Love, H. W. Stock. 
Speakers: 

August 3-9, the Rev. Graham Scroggie, of 

Edinburgh. 
August 10-16, the Rev. Gordon Watt, of 
Scotland. 
August 17-23, the Rev. R. V= Miller, of 
North Carolina. —~ 
August 24-31, Charles G. Trumbull, of Phila- 
delphia. 
good hotels available, with rates 
from $16 upward, a week, for room and board. 
Address Secretary Canadian Keswick, 88 
College Street, Toronto, Ont. 


The Sunday School Times’ books per- 
petuate the weekly message. A catalogue 
sent on request. 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 





Children at Home 











Tommie Turtle, Runaway! 
By Maud Wilcox Niedermeyer 


OWN on the beach Tommie Turtle 
was moving along slowly but steadily. 
Every now and then he would thrust 


his head out of his shell house, which he |. 


carried on his back, and look behind 


m, 

“T’ll make it this time,” he chuckled 
to himself, as he drew in his head and 
plodded along. “I bet that they won't 
catch me now!” 

Tommie Turtle was running away. 
Would you believe it? He was running 
away from his father and mother and 
brothers and sisters! 

Now Tommie had tried to run away 
lots of times before, but his father had 
always found him and dragged him back 
ome. Then, he had given hima regular 
turtle spanking ! 

But this time Tommie had traveled a 
good distance, way down to the beach, 
and nobody had caught him. He didn’t 
know where he was going, but he was 
sure that he would have a great adven- 
ture. And I tell you he did! 

Pretty soon he heard a child’s voice. 
He pulled in his head and lay very still. 
He thought that he could fool the per- 
son, but the next moment he heard the 
voice cry out: 

“Look, look, Uncle Jack, look at what 
I’ve found!” 

“It’s a turtle, Sonny. Well, well! Shall 
we take it back to the boat with us?” 

Tommie Turtle could hear Uncle Jack 
plainly, and he shivered a bit. 

“Yes, let’s!” cried Sonny, and he picked 
up the turtle by its house. 

t was a queer feeling to Tommie to 

carried in the air, and he drew in 
his head and legs still farther. It fright- 
ened him at first, but since he was out 
for an adventure, he decided that he would 
enjoy it. So he kept a sharp lookout 
from inside his shell. 

Sonny carried him down to the edge 
of the water and put him in a box that 
he found floating on the tide. 

“Now then, Mr. Turtle, we il put “you 
in the stern of the row boat,” Tommie 
heard Uncle Jack say. 

Of course, there was nothing yom 
to do but go where h 
back to the stern he 
got in and sat right beside oy and Uncle 
Jack took the oars. 

It was only a short row to the yacht 
that was anchored in the harbor. But 
when they got aboard such confusion! 
Sonny’s brother and. sister shouted and 
fairly shrieked at sight of the turtle, and 
Tommie was passed around to each. He 
felt very much like sticking out his head 
and snapping at those pink fingers. But 
he was a little bit afraid for his. head. 

hen some one mentioned turtle soup! 
Tommie shuddered. Horrors! He crept 
farther and farther into his house. He 
wished with all his might that he had 
minded his parents and not run away. 

At last the children grew tired of 
him, and Uncle Jack put him back ‘n 
his box, and set the box on deck. 

Those awful words, “turtle soup,” kept 
ringing in Tommie’s head. He must get 
out of that box and back on land some- 
how. But how? 

.Cautiously he peeked out of his house. 
It was quiet everywhere. Not a soul 
was in sight. .He could hear the lapping 
of the water against the side of the boat, 
and how good it sounded! Out came a 
front foot; then the other. Out came a 
back foot; then the other. 

The box was small and by scrambling 
about Tommie finally got his head an 
one foot over the edge. Then he jerked 
himself up, and at last he tumbled over 
the top and sprawled out on deck. 

He crawled along to the edge, and 
peered down at the water. It looked a 
long ways off. Then he thought, “turtle 
soup”! And the next minute he_made 
up his mind and tumbled off! Down, 
down he went. Ca-plunk! Ca-splash! 
And he disappeared beneath the surface. 
But he came up almost at once, and 
started to swim toward shore. 





My! but that it a long swim, His 
legs ached, and. his house seemed terribly 
heavy. He. wanted his father and his 
mother, and oh, how he wanted to be 
home! Suppose he should drown! That 
was nearly.as bad as being made into 
turtle soup. 

He caught at a piece of driftwood that 
floated by, and crawled up on it. Gracious, 
it was good to rest! But the tide was 
falling, and the wood drifted out, so he 
didn’t dare stay long. Off he tumbled 
and started again on his long swim. 

At last, weak and exhausted, he crawled 
up on his own beach. He was so thank- 
ful, he just lay there a while, and enjoyed 
the feeling of the wet sand under him. 
Then he heard his father’s voice, It 
sounded like music to him. 

He knew now the dangers of running 
away, and he was ready enough to prom- 
ise his parents he would never do it again. 

Of course, he had to get a turtle 
spanking for being naughty, but that was 
lots better than being made into turtle 
soup! 


Pertu Ampoy, N. J. 





The Young People’s 
Prayer-Meeting 
By H. McAllister Griffiths 





August 17. What I Find in Romans 12. 

August"24. How Selfishness Shows Itself: 
How Overcome It? Gen. 13 : 1-18. 

August 31. The ee gag of Keeping 
Promises. Josh. 9: 

September 7. In His AL, sg IX. How Jesus 
Helped Sinners. Luke 1§:1-7; 19: 1-10. 
(Consecration meeting.) 





Sunday, August 10 
Beautiful Things I See in Nature: Their 
Lessons (Matt. 6 : 26-34) 
(An outdoor meeting.) 





Mon.—Beauty in flowers (Matt. 6 : 28-31). 
Tues.—The city beautiful (Psa. 48 : 1-14). - 
Wed.—Beautiful messages (Isa. 52 : 7-12). 
Thurs.—Star-beauty (Psa. 19: 1-6). 
Fri.—Wonderful humanity (Psa. 8 : 1-9). 
Sat.—The beautiful sea (Isa. 11 : 9). 


* 











What beautics have you discovered in na- 
ture? 
How did Jesus use nature in His teaching? 


What lesson have you learned from the 
animal world? 


ESUS’ illustrations were — largely 

drawn from the world of visible na- 

ture. And when they were, he saw 
not only the thing, but also the truth 
behind the thing. Not that he did not 
see the beauty in nature; for did not he 
make that beauty, was not his the mind 
that thought it, his the hand that gave 
it? But in and through all these things 
Jesus pointed out great lessons which 
men ought to heed. For example, re- 
call that matchless passage from the Ser- 
mon on the Mount: “Consider the lilies 
of the field, how they grow; they toil 


unto you, That even Solomon in all his 
glory was not arrayed like one of these. 
Wherefore, if God so clothe the grass 
of the field, which to-day is, and to-mor- 
row is cast into the oven, shall he not 
much more clothe you, O ye of little 
faith?” - 


Beautiful as creation is, it has been 
marred by the entrance of evil. We may 
not know why the disobedience of man 
caused a sorrowful change to come w on 
creation, but the fact is to be seen in the 
most casual observation. And Jesus used 
this to make plain one of his most 
weighty and solemn teachings. Tares 


d| and wheat, he reminded them, were im- 


possible of separation without uprooting 
both. So both are to grow until the 
harvest. Certainly this is something which 
is fraught with significance for the pres- 
ent day and for the Church as she plans 
her programs. Can you see this truth, 
and related truths, in nature? 


we 
In the book of Isaiah is a beautiful 
dialogue which must have occurred to us 
all in some form or other, as we have 
compared life to the fading glory of the 





: E | Religious 
not, neither do they spin: And yet I say | 
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spring and summer. The voice said, 
“Cry.” And he said, “What shall I cry? 

All flesh is grass, and all the goodliness 
thereof is as the flower of the field: The 
grass withereth, the flower fadeth: be- 
cause the spirit of the Lord bloweth upon 
it: Surely the people is grass.” (Answer). 
“The grass withereth, the flower fadeth: 

but the word of our God shall stand for 
ever.” 


Count all the illustrations our Lord gave, 
in the four Gospels. Then look out on na- 
ture, and do two things. First, see if you 
can see all the parables of nature which 
Christ gave in fulfilment about you; then 
look for any other lessons from nature which 
our Lord intended we should draw, but 
which are not mentioned in the Gospels. 
Make a list of these. It will be worth while. 


Are you letting the wheat grow with the 
tares in your life? Would this be right? 


BERKELEY, CAL. 


ARNOLD 
ARANTEED 





1416 Eye St., N. W., Washington, D. C. 








Individual Communion Cups 


Convenient, Noiseless and Sanitary 
List of thousands of churches — our a and FREE 


CATALOG with quotations sent u 
SANITARY COMMUNION OUTFIT CO., Rochester, ALY. 


Gye Sanday Son Sines 


Philadelphia, July 26, 1924 


Advertising Rates 
90 cents per line, $12.60 per inch, each 








, insertion (fourteen lines to the inch). 


For detailed information address The 
Press Association, 800- 
Witherspoon Building, Philadelphia. 


Subscription Rates 


The Sunday School Times is pub- 
lished weekly at the following rates, pay- 
able in advance, for either.old or new 
subscribers, in the United Statcs and 
Possessions, Canada, Mexico, Cuba, and 
Shanghai, China. These rates include 
postage. 
$1. 50 Five or more copies, either to 

separate addresses or in a 
package to one address, $1.50 each, per 
year. 

2.00 One copy, or any number of 
t copies a than five, $ each, 


per year. One copy, five years, $8. 
In recognition of the club organizer's 
aid one subscription additional is allowed 


for every ten paid for in a club. 


FOREIGN COUNTRIES 


The Sunday School Times will be sent to 
any of the countries, embraced in the Uni- 
versal Postal Union at the above rates plus 
so cents each for foreign postage. That is: 
one copy, one year, $2.50; five or more copies, 
either to separate addresses or in a package 
to one address, $2 each per year. 

The Sunday School Times Cec., we 
ie31 Walnut Street, Philedsiphie, Pa. 















































Rei 


456 © 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 





You may continue work for the Master, 
after He has called you hence by buying 


ASSURED 
INCOME 
BONDS 


ISSUED BY 


AMERICAN SUNDAY-SCHOOL UNION 


PHILADELPHIA 


_. Incorporated under the laws of the State of 
Pennsylvania. 


They will pay you an Income during 
your life 


equal to, or more than, the best of gilt-edge 
securities. And will continue afterwards 


The Spread of God’s Kingdom 


through the organization of Sunday-Schools 
in communities throughout this country in 
which there are now. no religious services, 
and through the publication of evangelical 
helps for these schools. ‘ 

Last year we organized 1,006 new schools. 
Twenty-nine churches of various denomi- 
nations grew out of Union schools in the 
past year and sixteen houses of worship 
were erected. 


For information as to terms, and 
income derived jrom these bonds, write 


Joun E. STevenson, Treasurer. 


American Sunday-School Union 


1816 Chestnut Street, Philadelphia, Pa. 











“THE BEST BOOK 
BiG OR LITTLE 


on this subject” is what Robert E. Speer [J 
says of James H. McConkey’s “ The Three 
Fold Secret of the Holy Spirit.” Sent 
absolutely free to any one_ interested 
enough to write for it. A Silver Pub- 


Brits Pankouh Pe.” 1013 Bessemer 














BRON ZETABLETs 


Designs arid Estimates Free 
Jno. Williams, Inc., Bronze Foundry 
Went. 9), 556 W. 27th St., New York City. 


PULPITS 


Chairs, Tables, Uymn Boards, Collection Plates,etc. 


ARE 
PREMILLENNIALISTS 
RIGHT? 


By the late Rev. SaMUEL HENRY KELLOGG 

















A valuable reprint of an old book that re- 
mains one of the best positive answers to this 
important question. 

CONTENTS /| 


The Witness of the Early Church 
The Witness of Scripture 
Modern Preaching and the Lord’s Return 
eee Considered 
Premillennialism and Missions 

‘In the author himself we have a great 
theologian,a great scholar, a great philologist, 
a great preacher, and pastor, a great mission- 
ary, and a great scientist.’"— Moody Monthly. 

$1, postpaid 
May be ordered from 
THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES CO., 


For Family Worship 


By the Director of the 
Great Commission Prayer League 








1031 Walnut Street, Philadelphia, 








Following the Home Daily Bible Read- 

ings on the International Uniform Sunday 

School Lessons, issued by the International 
Sunday School Lesson Committee. 


“To the Jew First” 


N ARIZONA correspondent suggests 

the following admirable plan for fi- 
nancing Christian missions among the 
Jews: “Let every tithing Christian before 
placing his offering in the Lord’s work 
take again a tenth of the tithe, this to 
be set apart for Jewish work only. I my- 
self am practising this plan, and the 
Lord has led me to see in faith the far- 
reaching results of such a move if adopted 
by Christian people generally. . .. My 
motto is: ‘First things first. Therefore 
a tenth of my tithe for Israel.’ I do hope 
you will get the vision of reaching all Is- 
rael with the Gospel.” 

Pray about this, and ask God to give 
you wisdom to know just how and where 
to place money which has been thus con- 
secrated. If you do not know of thor- 
oughly accredited Jewish missions, in- 
formation will be gladly given on request 
to this department, in care of The Sun- 
day School Times. 


August 4 to 10 
Mon.—John 2 : 1-11. 
The First Miracle of Jesus. 

Christ made simply @ pure unfermented 
beverage, non-intoxicating. This first 
miracle was symbolical of all his work 
among men, the turning of the water of 
earth into the wine of heaven. Not a 
single deed of Satan’s was ever good, 
whereas Christ’s every deed was, and is, 
good. 

Prayer Succestions: Pray for the 
Fairfield (Iowa) Business Men’s Gospel 
Tcam, composed of twenty or more men 
who are being greatly used of God to 
bring the offer of salvation to many towns 
in Iowa and near-by states: Write to 
Mr. A. K. Harper (Fairfield, Iowa) for 
information. (This reference is wnso- 
licited.) 

Tues.—Matthew 8 : 18-27. 
Christ’s Power over Nature. 

Which requires the greater power, — 
to create, or to control that which is 
created? The former no man can do; the 
latter all men ¢an do in certain spheres 
and to a small degree. If Christ could 
create (John 1:3), surely he could easily 
compel obedience. He was and is all- 
knowing, all-loving, and all-controlling. 


PraAIsE SUGGESTIONS: Praise God for 
the many readers of the Times who are 
“tract missionaries.” One woman in In- 
diana keeps three churches regularly sup- 
plied with free tracts and literature, and 
booklets on prayer. She says the mem- 
bers are -becoming possessed of a revival 
spirit. Only God knows the far-reaching 
results of such work. 

Wed.—Matthew 15 : 21-28. 
Chrisi’s Power over Evil Spirits. 

George Miiller was accustomed to argue 
his petitions cumulatively before the 
Lord, believing that God was pleased with 
importunate pleadings of this kind. Thus 
it was with this woman. Even Christ’s 
own objection was turned to account, and 
that too without incurring his displeasure. 

PraIsE SuGcEestTions: Praise God for 
this note from Ireland: “We have just 
had a real revival. One meeting was held 
in an old school-house and eighty-six 
souls professed conversion.” A Scotland 
correspondent says: “Men and women are 
being set on fire for God, and souls 
‘brought in’ in dozens and scores.” 
Thurs.—Luke 6 : 12-19. 

. Christ’s Power over Disease. 

The writer knows a certain wealthy 
family who spend several entire nights 
a week in revelry. But if a Christian 
spends a night a month in prayer, the 
world thinks it fanaticism. The devil 
requires much and gives nothing. Jesus 
spent “all night in prayer” and wrought 
mightily. So might we (John 14:12). 

PRAYER SvucGGestions: Dozens of 
readers are sending requests for prayer 


for local revwal. Pray for all these, and 
for the many open air meetings being 
held during the summer. Pray for the 
work of the American Sunday School 
Union in the rural districts of Kansas and 
Nebraska. 


Fri.—Luke 7 : 11-17. 
Christ’s Power over Death. 

If it were for God’s greater glory Jesus 
could prevent death altogether, or could 
restore to us our friends after they had 
gone; but God is holding in reserve that 
which will glorify him infinitely more, 
the resurrection of bodies ages crumbled 
in the dust. Is not his eternal glory a 
thing to be more desired than our mo- 
mentary pleasure? - 

Prayer Succestions: “Pray especially 
for China,” writes a missionary. “In one 
district a@ thousand signed cards of in- 
quiry. China is ‘feeling after God, and 
we pray that many tens of thousands may 
find him.” Pray for Miss Jennie Hughes’ 
school for girls at Shanghai. Pray for 
the China Inland Mission.. 

Sat.—John 20 ;: 24-31. 
Miracles Strengthen Faith. 

Doubt is like an insidious, progressive 
disease. ‘Tht latter may begin at some 
poitit far remote from the heart, but give 
it time and opportunity, and finally it at- 
tacks this essential source of life and 
power. Admit doubt at Genesis, and it 
will creep through every book uwiitil fi- 


mit verses 29-31. 

PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: A dear aged saint 
writes from Massachusetts: “About ten 
years ago the local postmaster gave me 
permission to use the P. O. boxes to dis- 
tribute tracts, and during this time I have 
distributed not less than three hundred 
thousand. Have sent thousands over the 
world.” Will you not help water this 
seed by your prayers? - 


Sun.—Psalm 108 : 1-6. 
The Testimony of Trust. 

“QO happy day that fixed my choice.” 
The. head may choose, but it is never 
a “fixed” choice until there is a thorough 
work done in the heart. When David's 
heart was “fixed,” he could well “sing 
and give.praise.” A heart stabilized by 
grace is. a trusting ‘heart. 

PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: Re-read some of 
the prayer and praise suggestions above ; 
and: then, multiplying them ten-thousand- 
fold, visualize if you can the great: har- 
vest field of the world, and pray for 
EVERY community EVERYWHERE. Pray for 
local and world-wide evangelization. Say: 
“Lord, here am I, SEND ME.” 


(Lesson for August 10) JULY 26, 1924 





nally. it attacks the person of Jesus. Com- 





A Spiritual Gift 
A Sound Investment 
THE ANNUITY BOND PLAN 


of the Board of National Mis- 
sions of the Presbyterian 
Church in the U. S. A. 


1—The Board will accept an annuity gift of any 
amount at any time, and will pay you, so long as 
you live, an income, the annual amount i 
upon your age. 

2—If you wish, an annuity. will be paid to a rélative 

2 oe ne erreraey meen ee of 

3—The principal of your gift 1s safeguarded by the as- 
sets of the Board, and the honor of the Presby- 
terian Church U. S. A. 

4—The annuity begins the day your gift is received, 
and is paid semi-annually or quarterly, as preferred. 

6—Your gift is a permanent investment, you never suf- 
fer any loss of interest or amy costs in making re- 
investments. 


For additional information address 


Rev. JOHN A. RODGERS, D.D., Director + 


Annuity Department 
156 Fifth Avenue, NEW YORK CITY 














MULTIPLY IT 


By use of the printed page you can multiply your 
ministry many times and at small cost.. We offer ex- 
ceptionally low prices and the best service in th 
printing of religious books, booklets -and tracts. . I 
you have a message you want toget to the world let 
us putitin print for you. Prices ‘and. teems..will be 
quoted upon application. Free consultation. ~*> © 


THE GOLDEN RULE PRESS 
Dept. of Publications Greensboro, N. C. 
THE DUDLEY BIBLE INSTITUTE, (interdenominational) 


An Erricrent Traisies instijute tor Pastors, Mis- 

sionaries,and Christian Workers. Thorough Academic 

Course together with the Standard Doctrinal and 

Theological Subjects. School Opens Sept. 18th. 
For further information write to , 

Rev. Crawrorp O. Smits, D.D.,Pres., Dudley,Mass. 


Retain the Charm 
\° Of Girlhood 
A Clear Sweet Skin 
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ings. This book will 
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THE LIFE OF CHRIST 


Harmony of the Four 
Of special value now to Sunday School teachers, ministers, scholars,etc., 
as it contains a systematic arrangement of the Saviour's life and teach- 


L. LESSONS are based ‘on the life of Christ. 


THIS YEAR’S 


oye invaluable to you now as 








; RECOMMENDED BY A NOTED PROFESSOR’. 
"The study of the life of Christ is the most practical study in the world, and your vol- 


ume, “The Life of * will be to = 
all Lovers of tute Pat, Meee BRO Oee Be Cee ee 


that study, and as such I recommend it to 








mmterest to the narrative and is so arran tt anyone can insta: 

lay his hand upon almost any event in the Saviour's life and berwasag 
This Book sent prepaid to any addréss for $1.50 

PROF. E. S. YOUNG, Author, BIBLE STUDENTS’ LEAGUE, Dept.A, Claremont,Cal 


with maps, illustrations, -etc., which add 
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for you. 


Is Your: Thinking 
Fall of Question Marks? 


Orare you a bit in the dark, or confused, about what you believe,and why? 
Perhaps you aren't, but you know of some of your friends who are. 


N EITHER case, Mr. Bryan's new book, SEVEN QUESTIONS IN 
cpepengmey cmeme DISPUTE, containing all the material that has appeared in the 
3 3 special Sunday School Times articles, together with one of Dr. Pace’s 
most striking cartoons in connection with each chapter, is the book 


The increasing thousands who are being helped by Mr. Bryan’s clear, satisfying defense of 
the Christian faith will be further helped by this handy volume where the arguments for the 
historic Christian faith are massed in convenient form. Will you not do your part in the great 
conflict that is now on, by introducing this important book to the greatest number possible ? 


$1.25, postpaid. 





THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES CO., 1031 WainuT STREET, PHILADELPHIA 








